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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


PICTURE BOOKS 


Vasiliu John Day 
EVERYTHING IS SOMEWHERE Cloth; 8x9; $2.75 

It isn't only a child who is apt to say "It just isn't anywhere:" But here- 
for children - a child's world is. made orderly by placing familiar things in their con- 
text - fish in the sea, stars and moon in the sky and so on. [It is the sort of pic- 
ture book to use with somewhat older children as well, for the implications go beyond 
the immediate application, as the pictures in two colors and the text- worked in 
through the pictures- involve some game elements. (3/12. LC: 59-6720) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Rose, Elizabeth & Gerald Harcourt, Brace 
HOW ST. FRANCIS TAMED THE WOLF Cloth; 10x7; $2.75 


Most efforts to retell the story of St. Francis and the wolf of Gubbio have 
seemed unsuitable for children. But this gifted author-artist team have achieved a 
successful version, with pictures in half tone and color, full of action and humor, 
and closely interdependent on the running captions which tell the story. (2/18) 


Miller, Warren with pictures by Little, Brown 
Edward Sorel PABLO PAINTS A PICTURE Cloth; 75x10; $2.75 


The whole concept here is very unchildlike- except as it could be interpre- 
ted, psychologically, as the wish fulfillment of a child with a new paint box, to stop 
a whole city while he paints a picture on a fence. Again, interdependence of text and 
rather gruesome caricature type pictures in two colors - but fromthis reviewer's point 
of view, not a success. (Publ. ILC: 59-5284) 


Buckley, Helen E. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
GRANDFATHER AND I Cloth; 10x83; $2.75 


Twenty years ago there was a book entitled Hurry, Hurry by Edith Thacher 
(Scott) which proved to be a great favorite with small children who hated to be rushed 
by parents, nurse or other children. Now comes Grandfather and I, and again the stress 
is on the delight of doing things with Grandfather because "About the only people who 
don't like to hurry are grandfathers." And so a walk is fun. In captions and pictures 
by Paul Galdone a normal small child point of view is captured. Rather loosely 
stitched. (3/1. LC: 58-10716) 

# 
Moynihan, Roberta- Story & Pictures by Viking 
FUTILITY THE TAPIR Cloth; 8x104; $2.00 


Another strange animal picture story book. A tapir is supposed to undulate, 
but Futility preferred to sleep and certainly didn't want to work at anything, even 
undulating. But one day she decided to try. Somehow I think the grownups who read 
this to the children keep them quiet will have more sympathy with the tapir than the 
children will. The pictures in rather gloomy heavy black crayon strike a downbeat note. 
(3/17) 
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Wiese, Kurt- Story & Pictures 'by Viking 
THE GROUNDHOG AND HIS SHADOW Cloth; 1Oix8t; $2.25 * 


This should be published on February 2, ground hog day, when the ground hog (wood- 
chuck to me) is supposed to come out of his winter sleep and - if he shows his shadow- pre- 
dicate another six weeks of winter. This Mr. Groundhog was sick of this performance, and 
decided once and for all to get rid of his shadow. So he sold it to Mr. Fox, who discover- 
ed it wasn't much use to him. The shadow was left behind- and eventually found its way back 
to Mr. Groundhog, who decided he wanted it after all. A droll story, with amusing pictures 
in two colors. (3/17) 


Kirn, Ann- Story & Pictures by World 
LEOPARD ON A STRING Cloth; 93x10; $2.75 


What small boy hasn't wanted to prove he was braver than the silly grownups would 
believe? This - in pictures with captions - is the story of a leopard who got out of his 
cage, in a zoo out in Wyoming, and of how one small boy found the leopard, lost and sad, 
put a string sround his neck, and led him back to the zoo, while the police and the deputies 
and the townsfolk hid behind trees. Bold pictures in three colors. (2/17. LC: 59-5918) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Schliein, Miriam Abelard-Schuman 
THE RAGGLE TAGGLE FELLOW Cloth; 7x8; $2.95 


A delightful new twist to an old pattern, in the story of a father who demand- 
ed that his youngest son, that raggle-taggle fellow who wasted time with music, prove 
that he could bring back three worthwhile things from a given span of time. His values 
proved to be quite different from his successful brothers, but when he brought back a oe 
penny, which a mother had given him for saving a baby's life, and the blessing of an old 
man, whom he'd saved from suicide, and the love of a girl, his wise father granted that 
he had fulfilled the goal. That in addition, he had learned some useful things, and found 
a way to earn a living in the winter time, added up to his choice of success. Charmingly 
told with enchanting pictures by Harvey Weiss in coior. (2/27. LC: 59-5394) 


Livingston, Myra Cohn Harcourt, Brace 
WIDEAWAKE and Other Poems Cloth; 5x7; $2.25 


The author of Whispers, with another collection of poems,- evocative of mood, 
pictorial in direction, with an identification quality which may appeal to boys and girls- 
now here, now there. Sometimes one wonders what part of the country she comes from as, 
for instance, with her "June deep blue swimming". Certainly not in New England waters! 
Illustrations in line by Jacqueline Chwast. (2/18. LC: 59-5629) 


Marokvia, Mireille Lippincott 
JANNOT: A French Rabbit Cloth; 8ixl0z; $3.00 


* I loved this story of a pet rabbit who escaped a village garden, and made his 
adventurous way through garden after garden until he was frightened by some hunting dogs 
and went further into the neighboring woods. His tinkling bell had the villagers puzzled 
and frightened; they could see nothing- their gardens were obviously raided- could it be 
a ghost? How his adventures take young readers through the gardens of a French village, 
enchantingly pictured with drawings in wash and color by Arthur Marokvia, combine to 
make @ ee book, with more story than the average picture book. (Publ. LC: ee 
58-59934 
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Potter, Miriam Clark Lippincott 
QUEER, DEAR MRS. GOOSE $2.75 


By now a familiar and appreciated animal personage, queer, dear Mrs. Goose 
is the antithesis of the "Lady from Philadelphia." A good natured, feather brained 
creature, Mrs. Goose's malapropisms, her faculty for turning even the most commonplace 
situation into a near disaster, keeps her more sensible animal friends in suspense. The 
patent absurdity of her conduct as she swallows a cake cf soap, attempts to write a 
novei, a futile trip to the dentist (everyone who has ever seen a goose knows that they 
have no teeth), becomes air borne when she competes in a kite contest, will be evident 
to the young child. And delighted, he will exclaim between laughter, "Queer, dear 
Mrs. Goose." Illustrated by Zenas and Miriam Potter. (LC: 59-5798) 


‘Merks, Marcia Bliss Little, Brown 
SWING ME SWING TREE Cloth; 73x103; $2.50 


Maybe I'm a sissy, but I think this is a dangerous book. Here for the five 
to eight year olds are provocative suggestions of swinging on a swing made of vines, 
from a tree with a loop around one foot, over water and dropping backwards into a lake, . 
and so on. To be sure there are some peaceful suggestions- a hammock, a swing chair, 
but in the main its aderring-do book that should be used with great care if at all. 
Perhaps the implication is that fear as a factor should be ignored. The author is a 
regular contributor to the Christian Science Monitor. David Berger's pictures- an 
unappealing lot of children of uncertain age and period, are reproduced in muted 
reds and greens. (3/12. LC: 59-5274) 


Friedrich, Priscilla & Otto . Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
CLEAN CLARENCE Cloth; 7x93; $2.95 


Even though one is told repeatedly today that pigs do not prefer dirty sties, ( 
grovelling in mud, and scrambling for food in the trough, the illusion- if such it is- 
still lingers. And this story of one small pig that stood aside, and insisted on being 
different from his brothers and sisters and keeping out of the trough and the mud, makes 
very entertaining reading. He becomes a trick pig- and highiy paid at that- but even- 
tually he gets bored and homesick, and comes back to the farm- and the trough- and the 
mud. Louis Slcobodkin's pictures in pastels are exactly keyed to the story. (2/16. 
IC: 58-10713) { 


Martin, Patricia Miles Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE POINTED BRUSH Cloth; 10x7; $2.75 


* A lovely book with enchanting pictures in color by Roger Duvoisin. The text 
and pictures have caught the essential flavor of the Chinese village and the farmer 
who saw no reason to take his five able-bodied sons from the rice fields to send them 
to school- but only Sixth Son, who was too small. Then the test comes of the vaiue of 
knowledge, when only Sixth Son can work the miracle of getting his uncle freed from a 
false charge. Whether the story carries over its lesson to reluctant small Americans 
who see no value in school, the beauty of the book will captivate them. (2/17. 

LC: 58-14496) 


Hanson, Joseph E. David McKay 
GRANDFATHER TODD OF OLD CAPE CoD $e .50 


This is a "wish-it-could-be-true" collection of stories, with fantasy biended 
with factual backgrounds of Cape Cod beaches and woods. Most children would iike to 
have a Grandfather Todd, who fished to feed fish, not to catch them, and who understood 
thoroughly that riding on the arms of a windmill might be better than flying, and that 
tiny creatures, had unending appeal to small children. The stories are simply toid, and 
lack any particular magic, but they have a pleasant homely appeal that most chiidren 
will find to their liking. Good reall aloud material, with some imaginative ideas for 
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rainy days at the seashore. Appropriate line drawings by Jean Porter. (4/?. 1C:59-53 









136 (J-70) Books to Read Aloud- continued February 15, 1959 



























Aldis, Dorothy P Putnam 
HELLO DAY 12  — $&50 
A 


A collection of 34 poems by a writer who has won a loyal following among the 
five and six year olds. This again deals with everyday events, the kind of things 
children see and do and think about. Somehow it lacks the spark that distinguished 
some of her earlier collections. There are thirty four poems, including one fairly 
lone narrative poem about some wrens who win out over the blue jays and build a nest 
and raise a family. Illustrated. (4/15. LC: 59-6718) 


EASY READING 


Huff, Roderick Harper 
BUGLE BOY ~~ $2.50 





Second and third year readers - particularly those who yearn to go to summer 
camp- will find this a book to their taste. It starts with coasting- runs the gamut of 
nine to eleven year old enthusiasms- records a warm family relationship, particularly 
between a boy and his grandparents, and builds everything in the end around Pete's yearn- 
ing to play a bugle, and his becoming camp bugler in the perfect holiday that was his. 
Leonard Shortall has done pictures in black and white. (4/15.LC: 59-5317) 

Hilles, Helen Train Lippincott 

RAINBOW ON THE RHINE $2.95 


When Peter's father, a journalist, is given a long assignment in Germany, seven- 
year-old Peter enthusiastically welcomes the trip. But Germany is quite different from 
America, and Peter finds himself at odds with everything foreign--the language, the food, 
and the leather trousers the boys wear. Only his friendship with a German family and his ep 
love of a Dachshund help him to understand and then to appreciate the differences of life 
abroad as well as the similarities. A pleasant little travelogue with a simple plot, and 
a theme which touches upon the experience of all young children, who having just begun 
school, are fighting off the dragons of the unfamiliar. (3/11. LC: 59-5800) 


Hammond, Diana Putnam 
| LET'S GO TO A HOSPITAL $1.95 


This tour of the hospital is directed to the young patient or potential patient, 
and attempts, by acquainting him with medical procedures to allay those fears which grow 
out of unfamiliarity. This is not the first attempt at such an endeavor. Nor, unfortun- 
ately, does it succeed any more than its predecessors. So intent is the author on con- 
vincing the child that the hospital should hold no fear for him, that, except for an oc- 
casional hint that there exist such things as "injections", the impression one gets from 
the text is that a hospital is that place to which one goes for ice cream, snug sleep, 
and conviviality. All of which in no way prepares the child for the less pleasant as- 
pects of a hospital experience, but rather, by its refusal to come to grips with the 
sub ject, lays the ground work for the shock which might occur when he is faced with the 
discrepancy between reality and that antiseptic paradise which he has been led by the 
book to anticipate. (4/2) 

* to 
Rosner, Joan ON Putnam 
LET'S GO FOR A NATURE WALK $1.95 









An introduction to the various elementary aspects of nature study, Let’s Go 
For a Nature Walk invites the young reader for a stroll in the country. Using the fa- 
miliar landscape as a laboratory, it points out various aspects of tree, plant, fungus, 
flower and bird life, alerting the child to those characteristics which will aid him in 
both appreciating and understanding the life which surrounds hi - A pleasant and stimu- 
lating tour. One color and black and white line drawings. (4/0 
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Slavita, Chana at Putnam 
LET'S GO TO THE BALLET $1.95 


Another title in the let's Go series, this will appeal to the avid interest 
of this age group in ballet. Whether it serves as a prelude to a ballet recital, to a 
class in the ballet, or to intellectual curiosity, here is an informed trip back stage. 
The reader is initiated into the world of "leotards", "barre" exercises and "tutus". 
Here too is introduction to the rigors of a ballet career and successive stages of a 
dancer's training. A brief, concise but rather uninspired study, of largely practical 
value. (4/2) 


46 
Fleming, Elizabeth P. Westminster 


REDCLOUD & CO. $2.95 


What starts out as a wholesome family story about a summer holiday on a lake 
in the mid west, winds up with the good ingredients almost overlaid by standard brand 
performance on the part of two visitors, one a spoiled "poor little rich girl" - the 
other a mama's boy, with a genius for troublemaking. But in the end, of course the 
rich father rescues a good Indian from a life of invalidism, and the two youngsters 
find that some of the wholesomeness has rubbed off. One could do with less of the 
cliches and pointed effort to sound familiar with today's young lingo - and a bit 
more depth perception of character and situation. (4/6. LC:59-6021) 


NINE TO ELEVEN-FICTION 
Daem, Mary | Abelard -Schuman 
LUCKY LURE AT ARROW $2. 75 


A wholesome story of a very natural small boy who had been made something of 
a sissy by months of coddling in a hospital, and who felt very forlorn when he started 
off on the train alone for his grandmother's lakeshore cottage in British Columbia. He 
was afraid of a lot of things, and his game leg seemed still to hurt him, and his par- 
ents in Vancouver seemed far away. But he found the world a friendly place,- a train 
conductor, who had known his father when they were boys; a steamboat captain who'd 
fished with him; and best of all his understanding grandmother- and the puppy, Minty. 
Very credible things happen that summer, and the days speed by, and Jamie finds that 
doing things when you're scared makes being scared not important at all. A might-be- 
true taie, which gives a feel of a little known part of the country. Good readers at 
second and third grade level will like this too. Line drawings. (4/10. LC:59-6518) 


Hogner, Nils Abelard -Schuman 
JIMMY'S FIRST ROUNDUP Cloth; 7xl0; $2.75 


The publishers place this for the 6 to 9 year olds. We think it belongs the 
next step up, for despite the format- more pictures- and those in the comic strip style- 
than text, the vocabulary, and the age of the boy in the story, would seem to place it 
for the nine and up group. Jimmy had a job on a ranch; he was learning to ride and to 
handle his gear and to use a lariat, but was not really ready for the roundup as he 
learned to his chagrin when he went along. But then something happened that showed he 
had a good head on his shoulders and he was allowed to stay. There's a lot of sound 
basic information packed into the brief text, and Nils Hogner has drawn on his own 
first hand experience for this material. A good "bridging" book from the western 
comics. (3/26. LC:59-5388) 


Miller, Shane Coward -McCann 
PETER STUYVESANT'S DRUMMER Cloth; $2.75 


Jan Jansen sounded brave, when he played ratatat on his drum- but he wasn't 
brave, he was afraid of everything, from caterpillars to Indians. This is a story 
told in high comedy, of his tumbling in and out of trouble- and somehow getting a 
reputation for being a hero (except when women were around). Old New York when the 
Indians threatened in one direction- Connecticut in another- and the Swedes to the 
South, provides the setting. And enchanting pictures in black and white by the author 
add immeasurably. (3/5. LC:59-5228) . - 





138 (J-72) Nine to Twelve- Fiction- continued February 15, 1959 


Munves, James Grosset & Dunlap 
WE WERE THERE WITH LEWIS AND CLARK $1.95 


An addition to the We Were There series - and good enough to be considered inde- 
pendently of the series, which has been of uneven value. Here for pre-teeners the story 
is told of a boy who gets himself taken along as clerk and interpreter. His immediate goal 
is to hunt for his father, missing so long that others have assumed him dead. His part in 
the expedition gives him a closeup of the adventures rather than the research, and the fac- 
tual content follows closely the narrative record made by Lewis:- successive encounters with 
Indians, hostile and friendly, encounters too with creatures of the wilderness; experiences 
in travelling the waterways, running rapids, taking great waterfalls as they came. One 
could wish there had been sharper differentiation between sheer adventure and the great 
contribution the expedition made to knowledge of the frontier unknown to white men. But 
this may lead to further reading. The line drawings by Robert Glaubke seem rather dated 
and add little to the appeal of the text. (3/?. LC: 59-5671) 


DeJong, Meindert Harper 
THE MIGHTY ONES / $3.50 
Great Men & Women of Early Bible Days 


Meindert DeJong's name carries its own particular form of magic, and to those who 
look for certain types of books from him, this unusual retelling of stories of the Old Test- 
ament will be a complete surprise. He has taken the characters - the slender thread of 
story - and woven around them stories that are sheer imagination, translating the spirit 
of place and time into almost modern terms. The story of Adam and Eve and the serpent in 
the garden, the growing years of Cain and Abel; Noah and the villagers who would not believe 
him- and their ridicule- until it was too late; Abraham and Sarah, ancients when Isaac was 
born to them- and the stories of Isaac and Rebekkah, of Jacob and Esau, of Joseph and his ee 
brothers, and of Moses who fled from the wrath of the Egyptians who had thought him one of 
the palace youths - and who returned to set his people free. Then the years of war to se- 
cure land for a new nation- the story of the spies in Jericho, the story of Ehud and his 
left-handed warriors who defeated Eglon of Moab (an unfamiliar story this, greatly expanded); 
of the prophetess Deborah, of Sisera and Jael, of Gideon and the Midianites, of Sampson and 
Delilah, and- as a final and more familiar note, the immortal hero tale of David and Goliath. 
For those to whom the familiar King James' version is difficult to give to children, and 
who are willing to have the stories told in modern, realistic terms, this may solve a real 
problem. Harvey Schmidt has illustrated the text in black and white,/(4/15. LC: 59-5314) 


Johnson, Annabel and Edgar Harper 
THE BLACK SYMBOL $2.75 


* Barney Morgan, slight for a boy in his early teens, finds that he has what it 
takes to be a pioneer in this story of gold prospecting in Montana. When news reaches the 
boy that his father has perished while on a prospecting trip, he is convinced this is un- 
true, and sets out across the Montana territory to find him. . Fn route he meets a medicine 
man and becomes involved in his troupe. Exploited and virtually imprisoned by the charla- 
tan, Barney, with the help of Sampson, a blind strong man, finally escapes from the medicine 
wagon and together they reach Butte where Barney's father welcomes them and exposes the 
fraudulent medicine show. A fast paced story with a vivid, detailed, and unusual perspec- 
tive of the Montana territory, prior to the advent of the railroad. (3/18. LC: 58-9780) 


Burgwyn, Mebane Holoman Lippincott 
HUNTERS HIDEOUT $2.95 


TIwelve-year-old Mike and his eleven-year-old brother Cal find adjustment a prob- ge 
lem when they leave their familiar surroundings and are transferred to a country school in 
a remote farm district. Filled with resentment, they do not make friends with the other 
children, and finally decide to play truant, studying by themselves and enjoying @ kind of 
Huck Finn existence. Recluses in a deserted cave, the two diligently pursue their studies 
until an insane murderer intrudes on their sanctuary. Weary of their isolation, the boys 
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respond with genuine civic interest, and aid in the apprehension of the criminal. A 
good story with well drawn characters which should appeal to every boy who ever, for 
an instant, wished that he might substitute a cave fora school room. Mebane Holoman 
Burgwyn, a prolific writer of books for young people, skillfully resolves the con- 
flicts of her characters and subtly reinstates them into society. Illustrated in 
black and white line drawings by W. T. Mars. (2/25. LC: 59-5799). 


De Leeuw, Cateau Nelson 
ONE WEEK OF DANGER ~ $2.95 


Threat of an Indian attack on a Kentucky frontier is forestalled by two 
quick-witted boys- and then the boys, venturing again into danger, are captured by 
the Indians, and taken off, north of the Ohio. They escape- and after almost three 
days of hunger and thirst, find themselves again captives- this time of renegade 
whites. But again they trick their captors, and escape.- ultimately to reach home. 
The kind of story that every youngster gets a vicarious thrill of danger from reading. 
It all seems a bit too pat, but there's some sound frontier lore in the telling. 
Illustrated by Kurt Werth. (3/9. LC: 59-5339) 


Garfield, James B. Viking 
THEY LIKE YOU BETTER $2.75 


Ten year old Billy Watson wanders Hollywood streets after the accident 

that caused his father's death, terrified of policemen and truant officers. Then 

his luck changed as he entered the pet shop of Mr. Schultz,who found kinship in the 

boy's love of animals and sympathy with his plight. He offered the boy shelter- some 

clothes to replace his rags- a chance to go to school and not be laughed at, in return 

for work around the shop. Billy was ecstatic, though still haunted by the mystery 

about his dead father and the mother he'd never known. The story shifts back and 

forth, from the pet shop to events at school, to a soapbox derby and back again always 

to the pet shop. One animal in particular Billy felt was his own, the monkey, Zora, 

whom he trained in some tricks that played their part in giving Billy a chance at 

show business. And there he found out about his father- Willy Watson, a famous jug- 

gler. The wind up of the story carries less conviction, as Billy and Zora get into 

a TV show:and then another, win an Emmy, and generally find dreams come true. But 

there's enough in the story that has authenticity to justify- perhaps a bit of taffy 

for young TV fans. (4/2) 
! 


NINE TO TWELVE- NON-FICTION 


Johnston, Johanna & Harris, Martin Dodd, Mead 
WHAT DOES A POLICEMAN DO? $2.50 


This is part of an excellent factual series, and the placing of the books is 
somewhat dependent on the social studies level of interest in the schools. This is as 
good an actual record of the city police, and their varied functions, as I have seen, 
but it is very specifically based on a large metropolitan police department with all 
its ramifications and specializations:- patrol duty, emergency detail, disaster, acci- 
dent, patrol cars, police boats, waterfront police, airborne police, motorcycle, 
mounted, bomb truck police, etc. Their functions, their equipment, their training, 
the different special departments, the special studies required, the tools of the 
trade. All this to a dual end- to uphold the law and protect the peace. Photographs. 


(3/2. LC: 59-7231) 


Wells, Robert | Dodd, Mead 
WHAT DOES A JET PILOT Do? $2.50 


While from the concentration on human functioning the jet pilot is the focus, 
the bulk of the text in this book is devoted to jet planes:- why they have greater 
speed, some of the things that are planned for the protection of the pilot (the "G- 
suit” to handle gravity pull, and keep the blood high in the pilot's body, the oxygen 
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mask, the helmet with its varied equipment, the pressure control in the cockpit, the bail- 
out equipment - "catapult ejection", the temperature control, and so on). Then there is = 
discussion of how a jet engine works, how a turbo-jet engine works, what is the function 

of wings, tail assembly, fuselage; how the jet transport uses all these principles and 

more; and what is the jet of the future. Throughout, the part of the pilot is indicated, 

and one, “i brief, section describes the operation of the plane. Photographs. (3/16. 

LC: 59-7230 


Thorne, Alice Grosset & Dunlap 
THE STORY OF MADAME CURIE $1.95 





* This is an excellent young biography of one of the world's great scientists, 
the woman who, with her husband Pierre Curie, isolated radium. Her story is unique in 
the annals of biography, combining as it does a tale of a girl brought up in a Poland oc- 
cupied by the Russians, a girl who seized every secret opportunity to further an education 
outwardly bound by the strictures of the conqueror. When opportunity came to go to the 
Sorbonne in Paris, she went- and lived on the ragged edge of extreme poverty in order to 
capture every chance afforded her. These years- and their share of courage- make a worth- 
while story in themselves. And to them were added the years of her research with her hus- 
band- and their fruit; the years of her widowhood and the fame that became hers. It isa 
moving story, and shouid prepare young readers for the great experience of reading a 
daughter's biography of a great mother. A Signature book. The illustrations are un- 
fortunate, but cannot materially hurt a very successful text. (57 t. LC: 59-5674) 


Vinton, Iris Grosset & Dunlap 
THE STORY OF EDITH CAVELL $1.95 
* There is a timeless quality about the story of Edith Cavell, the English nurse 
who was shot by the Germans, in Belgium during World War I, for aiding over 200 British & 





and French soldiers to escape. As the story is told here, it is a well-rounded portrait 
of an English clergyman's daughter growing up in a small village, going away to school, 
coming to Brussels as a governess, finding that her vocation lay in nursing, taking her 
training at London Hospital, and eventually returning to the Belgium she had learned to 
love to train other nurses. And there she felt her duty lay when war broke out- and there 
she died, a patriot who made the supreme sacrifice, for the two countries she loved. It 
is told with just the right balance of the normal and the heroic, and in the selection 

of material, the appeal for the sub teens is kept in mind. Charming line drawings by 
Gerald McCann. This is a Signature pook. (3/?. LC: 59-5673) 














Bronson, Wilfrid S. Harcourt, Brace 
GOATS $2.95 


In text and pictures Wilfrid Bronson has succeeded in making his subject- goats- 
much more varied in interest and practical in application than I should have expected. 
Goats for pets or profit- the legends, the superstitions, the history, the breeds- all 
provide a sound background for an excellent how-to book in the raising of goats. How to 
house and feed them, how to care for them, how to breed- and insure virtually round the 
year milk. What value their milk. All this would be of particular value for 4-H club use, 
and any children with a home in the country would find it useful. (2/18. LC: 59-6029) 











Berry, Erick Lippincott 
THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF FINLAND $2.95 


* A remarkably full study of Finland, this photographically illustrated book repre- 
sents a distinct departure from the type of pre-digested geography studies which are gen- - 
erally available. Begfinning the text with a detailed study of Finland's history, from its 
Nomadic origins eight vhousand years ago, through its domination by other European countries, 
its conflict with Russia in this century, and its current policy of friendship with the 
United States, the author is generous in her inclusion of folk material and mythology, with 
which she supports her facts. Vivid descriptions of contemporary life in Finland, the smell, 
taste and touch of the country, the attitudes and qualities of its people, are animated by 
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Erick Berry's willingness to share her reactions with the reader. This is no attempt 
to butter the student's understanding with a bland paste of Finnish miscellany, but 
a sharp and knowledgeable report from an informed author, who approaches her topic 
with discrimination and feeling. (3/11. LC: 58-59935) 


Rosenfield, Bernard Putnam 
LET'S GO TO THE WHITE HOUSE $1.95 


Slightly older in approach- if not in format- than the earlier titles in this 
Let's Go series, this belongs at the fourth and fifth grade levels, when trips to Wash- 
ington are on the agenda of many modern schools. This would certainly make such a trip- 
with the visit to the White House as an essential part of it, much more productive. 
There is a substantial amount of information here, descriptive of the actual rooms and 
layout rather than the stories behind them. One could wish for a more inspired text 
that would give a sense of history and personalities, but perhaps one can go elsewhere 
for that. This will be a difficult book to persuade the 9-11 year old tc read on his 
own, for the typography makes it seem much younger than its vocabulary and content 
indicate. Illustrated in two colors. A teacher's manual is provided on the inside 
jacket. (4/98) 3 

THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Hammond, Winifred Coward, McCann 


ELEPHANT CARGO $2.75 


Evidently, participation in a TV show is today's wish fulfillment goal for 
this is the second book in this issue (the other was Garfield's They Like You Better) 
in which that proves the reward of merit. (Or should we say- photogenic animal makes 
good?) But here the main substance of the story is Van Armour's handling of a sick 
young elephant, one of a lot his father had secured on a trip to Thailand to collect 
animals for shows and zoos. And Van, who wasn't considered old enough to make decisions 
for himself, coaxes his father into letting him try to save her. The setting is in 
Thailand- and on the storm tossed homeward voyage. Illustrated by Charles Geer. 
(4/2. LC: 59-7216) w lig . 


Cox, William Dodd, Mead 
GRIDIRON DUEL $2.75 


* Trim Stowe, basketball coach at the new small Bucks County (Pa.) Harper 
College,vhom we met in Five Were Chosen (1956) is here again, this time as assistant 
football coach. Despite many parallels in plot elements, this book is a much better 
integrated story than its predecessor, and one follows the informed analysis of tech- 
niques - and the tortuous process of building team spirit-with sustained interest. 
Once again Trim has a problem to face in helping a youth who supposedly "wouldn't risk 
his profile" (he was a boy actor) to overcome what was definitely a campus handicap; 
and in dealing with the intransigence of a townie on the squad, who wanted things his 
way or ay all. Good story telling and good football at a mature level. (4/27. 

IC: 59-651 


Felsom, Franklin Funk & Wagnalls 
? BEYOND THE FRONTIER $2.95 


Horatio, a gunsmith of colonial Pennsylvania, was below the age where he could 
enlist in the army without his father's consent. Nevertheless, his belief in individual 
freedom, his refusal to accept unreasoning tyranny, brought him into the war against the 
King and his Indian allies. Captured by the Senecas, Horatio observes, first hand, the 
essential primitivism of the natives, their savagery, but he also comes to love and ap- 
preciate their courage and loyalty, and their desire for peace. As the Revolution ends, 
Horatio realizes that he has become a brother to his captors and must spend the rest of 
his life drawing richness from his own and the Indian world. An exciting adventure 
story with a specific and interesting analysis of the Revolution and contemporary 
factions. (4/?.) | 
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Hall, Marjorie Funk & Wagnalls 
WHITE COLLAR GIRL $2.95 


Alix Whitney, eighteen and morbidly introverted, is saved from a career of 


failures by her fortunate experiences as a student of Polly-Michael's secretarial school. 


Filled with a sense of her own inadequacy, Alix approaches situations and people with a 
jaundiced eye, but the demands made on her by the school and the social opportunities 
she finds there, turn her, within a year, into a life-loving paragon of femininity. An 
unlikely metamorphosis, but a hopeful one for all those teen-agers who, shortly, will be 
entering a "white collar" career. Marjorie Hall, author of Paper Moon, Straw Hat Summer, 
and a host of other teen age novels, suavely interjects the element of teen-age romance, 
friendship, and hostility. (4/7) 


Sarver, Hannah Funk & Wagnalls 
CHOOSE THIS DAY $2.95 


Here is a book that has the potentials of real worth in a picture of the con- 
flict in the New World between the effete Britishers, resident in British Columbia in 
the mid 19th century - and the rugged etiquette of the local colonials. Theoretically, 
the moral is that man should be judged by his character, not by his manners or his an- 
cestors. But the end subverts the idea completely... Angela Forbes, at 16, is romantic- 
ally interested in a "wild Canuck"- and to remove her from his influence, her parents 
send her to a rude approximation of a finishing school. Then she meets warm-hearted, 
manly Jim Ellsworth, of humble farming folk, and again her parents remove her, this time 
to England. But she still loves Jim, and in England finds that all is well. Jim be- 
longs to a noble English family and has just come into an inheritance: It is this pat, 
unreal solution that robs the book, smoothly written and well-plotted, of the honesty 
of viewpoint that might have given it veracity. (4/7) 


Snelling, Lois Funk & Wagnalls 
STRANGE CASE OF WILLOWOOD $2.95 


This is a mystery story, with a literary angle which the adult reader will 
guess fairly soon, but which will keep teen agers guessing. The story as it develops 
is entertaining reading, but the grand finale is too sensational and ends on a note of 
romance that somehow isn't wholly convincing. Sallie Eastman planned to take nursing 
training- and for a summer job before entering school, answered an ad for a nurse- 
companion - and found herself in an eerie tumbledown plantation house, with none of 
the normal comforts or conveniences. And then things began to happen - night visitors- 
footsteps- rifled papers, and so on. How Sallie, her curiosity fired, enlists the help 
of the neighbors and begins to dig into the past of the family, provides a good drive 
for the story. But the orientation is better than the denouement - and it all ends 
rather unconvincingly with a couple of convenient deaths and an all-consuming fire. 


(4/2.) 


Sterling, Stewart Funk & Wagnalls 
FIFTY FATHOM KLONDIKE $2.95 


Stewart Sterling, adventure writer for both young people and adults, tells 
here a story of shrimp fishing off the Florida coast. The hero, Dave Mac Kim, has left 
his Tennessee hill home, determined to prove himself more of a man than his stepfather 
will allow. A season on a shrimp boat- matching wits with the elements, a tangle with 
Mexican Coastal officials, the resolution of a conflict with a boy his age--equip him 
to deal more effectively with himself and others. He leaves the ship with the convic- 
tion that he will return again after completing his college year. Good, straightforward 
adventure based on an actual area of activity. A boy's story. (h/?) 
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Turngren, Annette Funk & Wagnalls 
MYSTERY HAUNTS THE FAIR $2.95 


Margaret Ellender is confronted at eighteen, not only with the prospects of 
a marriage into which she is being pushed, but also with a scandal which threatens to 
involve her fiance's prominent family and the entire mid-western town in which she 
lives. But sleuthing comes easily to Margaret, aided by her mother's handsome boarder, 
and in uncovering a drama dating back to Colonial times, she resolves her own dilemma, 
elects to go to college, disengages herself from her weak fiance, and finds herself a 
more compatible beau. A neat little mystery which doesn't say very much, but which 


says it well and entertainingly. By the author of Mystery Walks the Campus, Mystery 
of Hidden Village, etc. (4/7) 


Powers, Alfred Longmans, Green 
ALEXANDER'S HORSES $3.50 


When Alexander the Great set out to conquer what constituted the known world- 
Asia and Asia Minor- he took along two clever, trustworthy stableboys to look after his 
beloved horses, in particular the almost legendary Bucephalus, whom he alone tamed and 
rode. Through the adventures of the boys, Nepos and Phidon, the reader follows the 
victories and near defeats of the fabulous young king of Macedonia and Greece, from 
his early skirmishes with the Persians to the moment when, astride Bucephalus, he mas- 
ters the King of India. This was a battle that pitted swift steeds against slow masto- 
dons. Bucephalus died in his mater's hour of greatest triumph, and as a monument to 
him, Alexander named a city in his honor. Symbolically, this marked the death of the 
Greek in Alexander, and the birth of the Asian influence in his thought and person. 
And the stable boys, now grown to manhood, returned home richer and sadder. Suspense "4 
and action against an unhackneyed background should hold boys' interest, while teachers 
will find that this book enriches background reading for history. One regrets what 
seems the intrusion of modern colloquialisms now and again, as a false note in a well- 
sustained and authentically researched tale. Illulstrated by John Mackey. (4/7) 


Rowe, Viola Longmans, Green 
FREE FOR ALL $3.50 


A junior Scott Fitzgerald love story has many of the ingredients youth demands 
in their Hollywood dramas, but which we'd like to keep out of the books we give them. 
This is- alas- a low for Viola Rowe. She had one book which handled a thorny problem 
with discrimination and maturity- Girl in a Hurry (1956); in A Way With Boys she showed 
a tendency to pile success on success, with small hindrance (1957); and now in Free 
for All the Golden Jazz era of bootleggers, speakeasies, slackened morals and shingled 
heads combine in a contrived drama of young romance, not at its best. (4/?. 1C:59-8306) 


Ames, Robert Andrew : Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
JUNGLE ROUNDUP $3.00 


* An unusual adventure story with a unique setting. Fifteen year old Chico had 
a mixed heritage,- his mother a Yaqui Princess, his father an American doctor in far- 
off Chiapas in southern Mexico. And on the eve of his being acknowledged a man and 
given his Yaqui warrior's name, he received from his father a summons to come south 
to help in an emergency caused by plague and famine among the Chiapas. Once there, he 
responded to the need- and, with his half-brothers - and a group of native boys and 
their dogs-made the perilous journey across the jungle swamp, beyond the mesas of the 
Dead Sea to the mountain country of Las Cordilleras, there to secure wild cattle, 
miniature longhorns, and bring them back to the starving. It's an exciting adventure, 
and - incredibly enough- is an adventure of our own times. Told with fast pace of 
story, and a knowledgeable feel of a part of this continent completely unfamiliar to 
most readers. (4/30. LC: 58-59803) 
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McCormick, Wilfred David McKay 
THE PROUD CHAMPIONS $3.00 


Another Rocky McCune story, in which a secret move on the part of his loyal 
ball team to make him Coach of the Year thrusts both team and coach into some ticklish 
moments. The Regional Tournament is approaching and tempers flare and rival coaches 
and fans begin to intimate that Rocky is in a plot to further his own career. It comes 
to a point when Koulee may lose their coach if they win the tournament; but under 
McCune's leadership and his handling of the trouble-making pitcher, Bostic, both team 
and town learn a lesson in good sportsmanship whether in victory or defeat. Authentic 
high school baseball atmosphere, exciting play-by-play descriptions, add to the fan's 
pleasure in reading. This for all McCormick addicts- and those who read Gault, Felsen, 
etc. (h/?. LC: 59-5117) 


Priestley, Lee Messner 
ROCKET TO THE STARS $2.95 


* A good yarn, well-written, and the author has some pretty sound ideas behind 
the story. New Mexico and the testing ground for rockets provides a challenging set- 
ting- and for red-headed Laurie Mason, sixteen and daughter of the Captain on the base, 
it couldn't be a duller place to spend a holiday. Particularly since her brother Rick 
was no longer a good companion, but treated her like a child. Both of the Mason young 
people have a lot to learn about discipline- some of it the hard way- before the summer 
is over, but the things that happen seem most of them fairly plausible, and the tensions 
that the testings provide give a high-keyed mood for the telling of the story. Even 
the romantic note on which the book ends seems credible and sane. (4/?. LC: 59-7016) 


v 


Bragdon, Elspeth > Viking 
ONE TO MAKE READY $2.75 


* A warm and friendly story of an important summer in the carefree life of 1le- 
year old Minta Stanley, the summer in which a new baby brother enters and changes 
her life. Minta feels she has enough complications of adolescence without this one - 
and it is hard for her to accept the fact that a baby is a family proposition, with 
love.and care the privilege and responsibility of all. Here's a psychological problem 
a good many sub-teeners feel is theirs alone, and here a handling as brisk and sunny 
as the Maine atmosphere against which it is told. In story, style, characters and 
treatment, this is honest and valuable and appealing reading. Many youngsters will 
find it strikes a familiar and recognizable chord. (4/7) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


McConnell, Jane T. Crowell 
CORNELIA: The Story of a Civil War Nurse $3.00 


* Cornelia Hancock, Philadelphia Quaker, was determined to serve her country on 
the ravaged battlefields of the Civil War. It was not an easy role, for she was con- 
sidered too young, and was opposed by Dorothea Dix, who headed the Female Nurse Corps. 
But Cornelia had courage and stamina and a spirit which earned her the title of the 
Florence Nightingale of America. Her contribution to her country did not end here. 
After the war she fought to bring education and dignity to the freemen; she established 
the famous Laing School in South Carolina; ten years later, she took up the cause of 
the underprivileged in Philadelphia- and did much to secure better housing, better edu- 
cation, and better employment conditions. This is an inspiring semi-fictionalized 
biography which adds new dimensions to. the Civil War period- and the half century after- 
wards in steps towards the betterment of mankind. Handsome line drawings by Dorothy 
Bayley Morse. (4/15. Lc: 58-14266) 
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Muir, Jane Dodd, Mead 
FAMOUS MODERN AMERICAN WOMEN WRITERS $3.00 


This is a book of uneven interest- and almost conversely, uneven importance. 
The women writers whose fame is established and recognized somehow remain lay figures:- 
Emily Dickinson (perhaps it would be impossible to put vitality into a sketch of her 
life); Willa Cather; Edna St. Vincent Millay (whose vitality was so abounding that 
transferring it to the printed page would be difficult). Three other women are inter- 
esting and surprising choices - and the reason for selecting them for such a volume 
does not somehow emerge:- Amy Lowell, Gertrude Stein and Dorothy Thompson. No one of 
them seems to have common ground of interest for teen agers, though perhaps this book 
will fire it. Her best sketches are those of Marchette Chute and Jessamyn West, wri- 
ters of our immediate time - while the sketch of Laura Ingalls Wilder is drawn so 
intimately from her Little House series that it serves almost as a digest of those 
modern juvenile classics. These, with Eudora Welty- another writer that appeals to 
more mature readers, comprise a collection that should fill a real need, for- with 
perhaps three exceptions- there is little readily available data beyond such sources 
as Current Biography and Who's Who- Miss Muir published Famous Dancers in '56- and 
there, too, met a real need. (4/16. LC: 59-7229) : 


Joy, Charles E. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN $3.50 


This is interesting not only for its inclusions but its exclusions. Here is 
the powder keg of the world:- Egypt, Lebanon, Greece, Yugoslavia, Libya, Cyprus, Tur- 
key, Iraq, Jordan and Israel. At any point, at any time, this powder keg might set 
our world on fire. And yet, in all of these personal sketches of life in these areas, 
only three really make reference to the explosive nature of the world about them. 

With this comment on what one might have expected to find, let's turn to what we do 

find. Here are boys and girls living in these countries - the majority of them in 
middle class backgrounds (a few at the two extremes, but very few)- in ages from 

twelve to sixteen - writing American boys and girls what it is like to live there,- 
about their homes,their families, their schools, their work, their games, their ciothes. 
their religious and social customs. The stories appeared in abridged form in Junior 
Scholastic,and fill a very real need for mutual understanding. Only too often books 
depict life at the peasant and rural level in far off lands, and the children are rare- 
ly comparable in outlook to the young people who read about them here. (4/24. LC:59-6693) 


Herron, Edward A. Messner 
WINGS OVER ALASKA $2.95 


This is the story of Carl Ben Eielson, from his initial acceptance of a teach- 
ing position in Alaska as a move to escape the haunting memory of his best friend's 
death in stunt flying. But Eielson, too, is young and plane crazy, and there is no 
escape for him. The challenge of Alaska's rugged terrain and desperate need for ade- 
quate transportation and communication make him yield to the urgency of several forward 
looking Fairbanks' businessmen,and return to the cockpit. How he triumphs over the 
dangers of the arctic- and later the antarctic- to bring aviation to maturity in the 
frozen frontiers of the world makes exciting and informative reading for boys (of all 
ages) who love real stories of real people and real adventure. Eielson met his untimely 
death when only 31, but now- almost thirty years later- his memory lives for Alaskans 
in every plane that wings its way across our newest state. (4/2. LC: 59-7133) 


20 


MacPherson, Tom / Putnam a 
lousy FIND A CAREER IN JOURNALISM $3.00 ais 


An authoritative book for aspirants to any one of the many branches which can 
be included under the name of journalism, this should prove popular in high school ii- 
braries, where the career reference tools are in demand. The author starts off with a 
series of challenges intended to help a student determine whether journalism is the 
field for which he has the qualifications. He then goes on to break down the jobs, 
the setup in the average town average newspaper, taking the steps from copy boy to city 
editor, through different types of reporting, functions of the editorial staff, the 
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writers and editors, the columns and sections, the wire services, syndicates, free lance 
writers and public relations men. A valuable chapter makes practical suggestions as to 
how the high school student can start now:- school papers, reporting for local organiza- 
tions, doing photography stints, entering writing contests. He then goes on to education 
requirements, to the colleges that offer journalism courses, and the scholarships and 
student aid available, and to the future that lies in journalism, in its many ramifica- 
tions. Illustrated with photographs. An excellent handbook. (4/30. LC: 59-6503) 


Burton, H. M. Roy 
SHAKESPEARE AND HIS PLAYS $2.95 


Tf one can disregard the unattractive format and go straight to the excellent 
text, this book has real value in the presentation of the facts- and the legends- of 
Shakespeare's life, and a summary introduction to the plays. It is unusual for someone 
writing for youth to venture upon the question of authenticity, but Mr. Burton has done 
it, and without being dogmatic has managed to leave the final word with Shakespeare. 
Then, in presentation of the plays, The Comedies, The Histories, The Tragedies and 
The Last Plays, he gives not only a synopsis of the story for each play, but a comment 
which is often critical, and serves to place the individual plays in the overall picture. 
But perhaps most important of all is his opening section, which sets the period in which 
Shakespeare lived and wrote....The double column format and the small type may seem 
forbidding. (4/6. LC: 59-5652) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Oliver, Jane — Putnam 
THE LION AND THE ROSE 44> —$er95 

Mary Queen of Scots is a wellnigh universal favorite, a heroine to most teen 
agers. Here's another version of her romantic and tragic story, in which Miss Oliver 
takes the position that Darnley was the instigator as well as the victim of the gun- 
powder plot. Her story opens as Mary intercedes with Elizabeth for Bothwell, at the 
very time when she is falling victim to Darnley's external charms, and marrying him in 
secret. It goes through the unhappy marriage, the degrading quarrels, the growing power 
of her enemies, and finally with the murder of Rizzio, the recoil from Darnley, and 
turning again to Bothwell. A story told with warmth and grace. Full report p. 111. 
(4/2. LC: 59-7848) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Davenport, Gwen Doubleday 
THE TALL GIRL'S HANDBOOK $3.50 


That up and coming generation numbers some 3 million of five feet eight and 
over, and this is their book. In adolescence there is often a sense of inferiority 
because of being too tall for the boys. Here is guidance on posture, on clothes, on 
makeup, on diet and weight, on attitudes towards men and marriage, on careers- and on 
life ahead. Illustrated with line drawings by Polly Bolian. Full report on p. 125. 
(4/9. LC: 59-790}) 


Himmelfarb, Gertrude Doubleday 
DARWIN AND THE DARWINIAN REVOLUTION $5.95 


This year marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of Darwin, and there will be 
considerable emphasis placed on this from high school on. The biographer tells here of 
Darwin's family and early life, of his voyage in the Beagle to South America, when- in 
studying fossils, he began to ask questions about the accepted theories of the permanence 
of species. She then goes on through the years of research and study to his formulation 
of the theory of the origin of species, and the subsequent bitter controversy. While 
there is no attempt to write down to the layman, students seriously interested in science 
at any age level will find it provocative. Full report p. 126. (4/9. LC: 59-7908) 
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MACMILLAN'S EVERYMAN'S ENCYCLOPEDIA Macmillan 
12 vol .$59.95 


An answer to the problem of families and schools and libraries where there 
is neither space nor the money to purchase the standard multivolume encyclopedias. 
Most of the information sought elsewhere will be found here, in brief paragraphs and 
special articles, up to 40,000 words in length. The volumes are manageable size- 
not much larger than an average novel. A cross check of several topics indicates 
that the writing is concise, clear, accurate and readable. Full report on p. 122. 


(3/30) 


Ruth, Mrs. Babe & Prentice-Hall 
Slocum, Bill THE BABE AND I $3.95 


A very personal portrait of the great batsman, which does not hesitate to 
follow his early misdemeanors, and his role as problem boy in baseball. There were 
the five years when they could not marry, then the marriage itself which lasted until 
his death, their children, their life outside of baseball, and the whole span of his 
baseball career, with its ups and downs. An account that helps clarify a legend, 
this will find its fans. Full report on p. 118. (3/9) 


Villiers, Alan Scribner 
GIVE ME A SHIP TO SAIL $4.95 


The master navigator of Mayflower II tells considerably more of an event- 
ful life than the incident of the sailing ship, though that is an immensely interesting 
part of his book. There are fish and fishermen, film directors and Maldive Island, 
and any number of ships; there are ersatz whalers and the entirely ersatz whale 
used in the filming of Moby Dick; the brigantine and trials of filming John Paul 
Jones; school ships and yachts and Portuguese fishing-schooners, and so on and so on. 
This is a book for old sea dogs and youngsters with catboats. Illustrated. Maps. 

Full report p. 126. (4/10. LC:59-7904) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Baruch, Dorothy McGraw-Hill | ~ 
NEW WAYS IN SEX EDUCATION $3.95 4, /°? 


This will probably do as much to change the field of sex education as Dr. 
Baruch's New Ways in Discipline (1949) did in that field. And it will arouse as 
much controversy. The conservative parent, the teacher not trained in new psycho- 
logical approach, will find it will shock them profoundly on first reading. For 
here the hidden relations between children's play, methods of expressing reactions, 
attitudes towards parents, towards each other, divergences from what is considered 
the norm, concentration in emerging babyhood on bodily functions, phases of boy- 
girl relationships, sibling rivalries, terrors rooted in misconceptions which never 
should have come about- all this and more is explored in relation to the broad field 
of sex education. There is a lot of inflammatory material here, but if read through 
with a reasonably open mind, and then reread as specific need occurs, it will be 
found to be revealing of situations not understood, and constructive in suggestions 
as to handling them. Since sex education does not stop with adolescence but goes 
on into marriage, this is definitely a book for adults- and not one to be given to 
young people. Full report p. 127. (4/13. LC:59-7310) 
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Conant, James B. McGraw-Hill 
. THE AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL TODAY $2.75 


This is a book that has been awaited with considerable trepidation, and ad- 
vance “leaks” were frowned upon by those in the driver's seat. Hence this late report, 
on a book which to us seemed to lack the vital news value that we expected from all the 
brouhaha..... The former president of Harvard has studied some fifty odd high schools 
outside of metropolitan areas in eighteen states, outlined their presumable objectives, 
and evaluated their performance. On this basis, he has made certain recommendations - 
the bulk of this book- which apply to the comprehensive (as distinguished from the 
special) high school. Among the suggestions made are the inclusion of student coun- 
seling and individualized programs within a certain frame; ability grouping on all 
levels; special curricula for the slow - or conversely the fast learner; the teaching 
of certain vocational subjects; specifications for foreign languages, science, advanced 
math, social studies and the qualifications of the student taking these subjects; the 
use of honors lists but the discontinuance of individual class standings; and above 
all, the elimination of small high schools (classes under a hundred) and district 
reorganizations.... There are extensive appendices supplementing the study, which is 
directed almost exclusively at a professional market Much of what he recommends is 
established practice in forward looking high schools; much of it will spur ‘the reluctant 
on to trying out some of what he suggests. It seems to me that the alert parent, deeply 
concerned with progress in the community, will find this required reading. (Publ.) 


Fraiberg, Selma Scribner 
THE MAGIC YEARS . $3.95 


.- are the first six, and this is a psychiatric orientation which is the 
first book to reverse many of the extremes which a child-centered world has indulged. 
Returning the word mental to mental health, it also returns some firmer principles to 
child guidance which apply to a period well beyond these years and to parents, troubled 
and untroubled, of children, troubled and untroubled. It is in some cases an original, 
in all a knowledgeable and ve interpretation. Full report see page 130. 

(LC: 59-6073) 


PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE OF TITLE 


101 (J-65) Orr, Clyde Jr.- Title from EARTH AND SPACE to BETWEEN EARTH AND SPACE- date 
from 3/3 to 5/12 (Macmillan) 
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The Emphasis is on Entertainment 


Pewats in these books which are predominantly good reading; Max Catto's adventure, with 
uplift, THE DEVIL AT FOUR O'CLOCK (Morrow); F. Van Wyck Mason's vast historical novel 
of the young American continent, THE YOUNG TITAN (Doubleday); Max Wylie'’s TROUBLE IN 
THE FLESH (Doubleday) which will be talked about as the O'Neill story; Jacquetta 
Hawkes' PROVIDENCE ISLAND (Random House), a particularly delightful fantasy with some 
archaeological artifacts; and two for the ladies’ leisure- Katherine Wigmore Eyre's 
THE CHINESE BOX (Appleton-Century-Crofts) and Celia Fremlin's first novel, THE HOURS 
BEFORE DAWN (Lippincott). We are closing our eyes, but not yours, to the fact that 
Joan Vatsek's THIS FIERY NIGHT (Harper) is the Literary Guild selection for May. 

See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March ll 


Linklater, Eric Harcourt, Brace 
MY FATHERS AND I $3.95 


The genealogical parts which are the sum total of the whole - here Edward 
Gratiano Vanbrugh - make up a parental, masculine portrait with many a sly line of 
satire and caricature. Caught in a low moment of failing business, a wife again 
pregnant and a sleazy mistress, Edward reviews all those responsible for his sad 
state and progresses through his seven ancestors, each with his scandal, quirks, 
defeats and disappointments that have built weakness into every successor. A series 
of sketches that point up a final decay and destitution from which Edward is, at the 
end, finally rescued with a chance for a new life in the United States as a major 
domo to a Texas millionaire. An English exercise in an unbroken heritage, this keeps 
its characters sharply amusing and its family tree amiably grotesque. Decorations by 
Hans Tisdall. (LC:59-6430) 


March 23 


Hecht, Ben Messner 
THE SENSUALISTS $3.95 


How to live on a diet of absinthe and lotus, just twenty minutes out of 
New York, this anatomy of lust, set in Englewood, New Jersey, involves the fleshly 
gyrations of a publisher, his searching wife, and his deviant mistress, and puts a 
glow of sanctity on Lolita. Written with facility and conviction, this novel goes 
a long way to prove that love's kingdom is a dark place, approached by serpentine 
turns, and inhabited by demons of melancholy eroticism. Ben Hecht's peculiar sympathy 
and understanding saves The Sensualists from the category of pornography, and through 
some curious talent he endows this romp with the aura of a spiritual excursion... Not 
quite a novel, but a cruelly revealing perception of the unabashed eye which does not 
quite justify its having been prolonged into a literary form. (1C:59-8834) (Q Q Q) 
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March 23 1.0 


Moser, Edwa Messner 
THE BELL TOWER $3.95 





The appearance on a slum street of Stephen Breen, a worldly author-explorer, 
affects the lives of four women who live on the street for strange reasons. Kathy 
Babcock lives in a third floor walkup because her politically ambitious husband wants to 
be "one of the people;" Lola Barton, born in a slum, now a ruthless career woman gets a 
perverse pleasure from her luxurious penthouse hidden behind a dingy facade; Talitha 
Addams, the last of a rich and powerful family, has sacrificed her youth to keeping up the 
family mansion; and Genevieve Rose, the poor relation of a wealthy family, hides her 
erotic literature and bitter hatred and fears in the anonymity of a tenement. To each of 
these women, Stephen (whose identity is unknown) brings the power to realize their mis- 
takes and to make of their lives what they can. An intricately woven novel of the inter- 
relation of people this is an inspirational-romantic novel for the lady readers of light 
fiction that attempts a more or less serious theme. (LC:59-7138) 


March 20 


Chinn, Laurene Crown 
THE UNANOINTED $4 .95 


* Report repeated from the October 15th bulletin, when scheduled for fall publi- 
cation, as follows: it is the April Literary Guild selection. "This is a highly credit- 
able first novel. Centering on Joab of the house of Jesse, cousin of King David, com- 
mander of David's army, this successfully encompasses the period from Saul's kingship to 
the anointing of Solomon- a time which saw the rise of the tribes under David, the defeat 
of the Philistines, the capture of Jerusalem. Joab, dedicated to the service of David, & 
anointed by Samuel, joined his cousin in the wilderness and began that lifetime of devotion 
which was finally to cause his death. For love of David, Joab sacrifices his love of Reba, 
slays Abner in vengeance, sends Uriah- husband of Bathsheba- to his death, fatally tortures 
Absalom- murderer of Joab's own son, and learns, at last, that David has sanctioned his 
own death at Solomon's order. Full of the scenes of battle, effusive in its evocation of 
overwhelming experience, convincing in its characterization, this is an achievement of 
merit." (LC:58-12877) 


March 7? 


Woolf, Douglas Grove Press 
FADE OUT cloth $3.50 
paper $1.75 


A first novel, this is a slight, mildly amusing satire of some obvious American 
foibles. Pitched in low key throughout and therefore casually effective this records the 
experiences of an unlikely 74 year old hero. Retired after fifty years in a Baltimore 
bank, Dick Twombly lives with his daughter Kate in New York. Goodnatured, easygoing, he 
is regarded, by Kate and her dull husband Ben, as near senile; the neighbors suspect him 
of being a dirty old man; and for Gloria, the dimwitted teenage daughter, he is merely the 
object of some malicious pranks. After an unfortunate experience selling Christmas cards 
with his pal Behemoth Brown, a nearsighted ex-pug who wears a pince-nez, Twombly's daughter 
takes him to an old-age home from which he soon escapes during a weird air-raid drill. He 
joins Behemoth and the two adventurers set out for Phoenix, Arizona. Their zany odyssey 
provides them with some peculiar companions: a lobbyist for juvenile delinquency who writes 
advertising jingles; a writer who dictates, while driving, some thoughts on “Around the & 
States in Eighty Hours". Hitchhiking, they are arrested in New Mexico, escape during a 
forest fire and find themselves in Harding, a ghost town where they decide to settle. The 
book's extended triviality and gross unlikelihood does not disguise the seriousness of its 
theme; the plight of the aged. 
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April 2 


Whitson, Denton Chilton 
SAVAGE HEART $3.95 


The Seminole War of 1830 caused by Andrew Jackson's determination to move 
the Indians out of Florida and make way for white settlers backgrounds the story of 
Andra Davidson who was a very unlikely person to be living in the Florida wilderness. 
The daughter of a nationally influential and violently anti-Jackson newspaper 
publisher, she had eloped with a member of Jackson's staff and followed him to his 
Florida plantation in a region peopled by the slave-holders and Indian-haters her 
father had taught her to despise. She first earns the enmity of the local population 
by befriending the noble Seminole Chief Osceola and then compounds their hatred by 
saving Osceola's Negro wife from slavery and him from certain death. In return 
Osceola promises that neither she, her child or her husband shall be harmed. When the 
Davidson plantation is left untouched in an Indian raid the local rabble sets out to 
tar and feather Andra and she is saved only by Osceola's intervention. Fortunately, 
her husband, whose life is spared by the Seminole chief in battle, understands Andra's 
motives and the climate of opinion is improved with a new general's arrival. Dramatic 
if not always logical, exciting if sometimes anachronistic, this is a highly-colored 
bit of historical fiction designed for the ladies. (LC:59-7278) 


April ,6 7 


Cross, James Messner 
THE DARK ROAD $3.00 


Harry Benton, whose ugly grudge against a Colonel has ended in a suspect 
law practise in Germany, finds his entry permit not renewed, and is asked to escort 
some diamonds to the U.S. by a criminal, Antonescu. Refusing, he is even more com- 
mitted when Antonescu is murdered in his house, and,while keeping the diamonds, a car 
crash prevents his disposition of the body. Harry starts running and reaches his 
only friend, a secret service man who retrieves him but recruits him for an assignment 
in the Eastern sector. Ostensibly to secure some papers from kindly Pastor Daubigny, 
Benton, in whom conscience and pity are for the first time activated, helps Daubigny 
and his "niece", the war-scarred Magda, escape across the border to freedom where the 
diamonds lead to still another pursuit and flight.... Essentially a thriller, occa- 
sionally lurid, this still offers some brutal and virulent excitement. (LC:59-7015) 


April 16 


Cave, Hugh B. Doubleday 
THE CROSS AND THE DRUM $3.95 


Arthur Barry Clinton, e voung Episcopalian missionary on the Caribbean 
island of St. Joseph, has incurred the displeasure of his bishop by his belligerent 
scepticism of accepted missionary practices. Revealing also a driving determination 
to battle first for the physical well-being of his charges and only secondly for their 
spiritual health, he is sent to the isolated Isle of the Winds to replace an old 
missionary driven to drink by the islanders'devotion to vodun (voodoo). Arthur ener- 
getically sets to work and soon makes friends with the vodun chief Catus Laroche. But 
Arthur makes enemies of a local native politician, who to further his own ambitions 
wants the natives to remain ignorant, and of a plantation manager who thinks the mis- 
sionary is making love to his wife. They alienate the natives, scheme to take Arthur's 
new church and clinic away from him, and finally induce Catus to kill him. How Arthur 
brings his own brand of Christianity to Catus and his followers is told with a drama 
and suspense usually associated with adventure novels. Authentic and unusual in 
background with believable if stereotyped characters, this manages to provide reading 
that has both excitement, and moral uplift. (LC:59-7901) 
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April 16 





Paley, Grace Doubleday * 
THE LITTLE DISTURBANCES OF MAN $3.50 


* This is a collection of eleven short stories, three of which have previously 
appeared in "little magazines", most of which are characterized by deceptively easy dis- 
cernment, a penetrating wry wit and a poignancy which avoids the sentimental. The title 
keynotes the outlook of most of the book's characters: their stance is ironic; they are 
often sadly bemused by their experiences none of which qualify as tragedies - merely 
"disturbances" and though ordinary people they are perceptive and balanced enough not to 
take themselves too seriously. Goodbye and Good Luck is the reminiscence of Aunt Rose, 
fat and fifty, who finally married the man she had lived with as a young girl. The Pale 
Pink Roast offers the shortlived reunion of an ex-husband and his newly married wife. An 
Interest in Life is all that is really necessary for the survival of the fittest. Charles 
C. Charley, at 37, trapped into a marriage with a disturbed teenager describes himself as 
"just tangent to the Great Circle of Life of which he is one Irrevocable Diameter”. Alter- 
nately humorous and touching, simple and unaffected, this first book is a demonstration 
of a considerable talent. (LC:59-7915) 


Griffin, Gwyn Holt 
BY THE NORTH GATE $3.95 


Via England, out of a deadspot in Northeastern Africa, formerly controlled by 
Mussolini and now returned to the British for mandate, comes a severe, satiric view of 
the mixed interests in a forgotten part of the world, black and white, and of the latter, 
those whose careers have come to an end here. Certainly this is true of the new Civil 
Affairs Officer, Major Bluphocks, whose capacities for administration are tested- and ee 
found wanting- as he comes up against the mixed blooded Major De Goltz who for many years- 
with his "Italian boys"- has been engaging in profitable byproducts, most recently grave 
robbing. One of his confederates is Gian, "the Butcher's Boy", whose father had exter- 
minated the natives under Mussolini- Gian whose sullen, savage attraction finds Bluphock's 
daughter susceptible, if only for a time. Bluphocks finds therules meaningless as he tries 
to stop De Goltz; he is humiliated by him and later censured by the General who returns 
him to England, golfing and gardening; De Goltz and his boys make their way into the 
wilderness, where forces stronger than any British Regulations succeed in destroying them.... 
An epitaph to Colonialism, harsh in its reproof and often savage in its demonstration, this 
is not likely to attract an American audience but it is well written and well handled. 


(LC:59-6177) 





Chang, Diana Random House 
A WOMAN OF THIRTY $3.95 


- again explores The Frontiers of Love (1956) and it is a high strung, even 
a little fretful, reconnaissance as Fmily Merrick finds herself divorced from Paul, and 
determined to keep her life "free, pure and portable". Her marriage to Paul, a didactic, 
disparaging type, had been an intimidating experience. But her new resolve is not long 
lasting, and a few months later she submerges herself in an affair with David Sansom, 

forty odd and married. All through a languorous summer, there is her undemanding and un- 
questioning submission to David, who no longer has any real relationship with his wife but 
has no intention of leaving her. It is David who begins to feel guilty- toward Emily, 

who gives her up, comes back, and then gives her up again- finally, so that now, at thirty, 
Emily is ready for a different sort of relationship in which she will have a greater 
validity.... New York, and publishing, sophisticates the background for what is essentially 
and exclusively a woman's book, concerned with an almost self-conscious pursuit of immediate 
and private sensations. It is not as appealing as her first novel. (LC:59-5709) 
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April 16 


Stone, Philip Alston Viking 
NO PLACE TO RUN $3-75 


The most remarkable feature about this book is the fact that it was compieted 
when its author was 17 years old. While evincing an impressive command of situation 
and especially of dialogue, the implausibility and simplification of characterization 
and motivation vitiate what would otherwise be an extraordinary effort. Set in present 
day Mississippi this excursion into sex and politics records the descent into des- 
truction of two antagonists - Gene Massie, demagogic ex-Governor, ex-Senator, the 
"White People's Choice", and Harry Garner, a northerner, high school principal, whose 
political ambitions have been thwarted by his unfortunate marriage to Carol, a 
vacuous nymphomaniac. During Massie's campaign for re-election, the two men, repre- 
senting supposedly antithetical positions - founded more on their neuroticism than 
on their convictions, clash repeatedly, usually to Garner's embarrassment. When he 
learns that Massie's unscrupulous scandal mongering to the discredit of his opponents 
has not prevented his winning the election, Garner reaches the breaking point. Frus- 
trated beyond endurance and taunted by the man he most despises, he drowns Carol and 
shoots Massie in his campaign headquarters, crying for his own death. (LC:59-8350) (Q) 

a 


April 1? 
Vatsek, Joan Harper 
THIS FIERY NIGHT $450. 
4 @&& 
f 


An effulgent novel of present day Egypt is heavily pomaded, peopled and 
plotted and uses the splendor that was hers to no good end- only violence. The Tower 
of Siloam is a "fanatical nationalism" ready to collapse on those who are near- and 
so it does; on Madame Charlotte Zaki, very rich and very alone in a fabulous house 
with only a presumably faithful servant; on Yedid Bey, British trained and incorrupt- 
ible police chief, and his lovely daughter Jeannette- to marry a man as yet unworthy 
of her; on an English engineer, Henderson, reluctant to leave the life he has found 
of women other and younger than his wife; on a mission at Ismailia and the saintly 
Sister Teresa; on English officer Peter Walsh, who now falls in love with the Anglo- 
American Hillary. It is Selim Bey, bankrupt and corrupt, who uses a nationalist 
Slogan- Egypt for the Egyptians, for his own advantage, works up the fever heat of 
hate which ends in assassinations and assaults and mob massacre- the deaths of many 
here before some sort of peace and political purpose is restored.... A spectacle, 
probably closer to California than Cairo; the publishers will do their best to make 
it go and it may well- on something of the lével and the scale of The Image Makers. 


Literary Guild selection for May. 
April 21 


Molarsky, Delmar Little, Brown 
THE WOMAN AND THE WHALE $3.75 


For years the fisherfolk of a tiny Spanish island have lived according to 
the whims of Don Pomposito, accepted his starvation wages and last minute charity 
when the wages have brought disease and privation. But now the women led by the 
iron-willed Maria demand that their men ask Don Pomposito for higher wages--when they 
refuse, the women, remembering what the priest had told them about some Greek women 
of antiquity, exact their revenge. The men, swallowing their pride, form a committee 
with their wives and when their demands are refused, go on strike. A whale washed up 
on shore brings matters to a climax and before Don Pomposito flees the island, a ship 
of the Spanish Navy has been involved and there has been violence and death. This 
parable-like novel of modern Spain, offbeat in style if simple in message, reads at 
times like a political novel, at times like a fairy tale, at times like satire,and 
would seem destined for a limited market. (LC:59-6476) 





Fiction February 15, 1959 


April 22 


Fremlin, Celia Lippincott 
THE HOURS BEFORE DAWN $3.00 we 


* Louise Henderson has two little girls, a seven months' baby who cries all night, 
and a husband, Mark, who complains- as do the neighbors in their middle class (London, or 
thereabouts) flat. When Miss Brandon, a schoolteacher with an authoritative air of com- 
petence, applies for the room they now have to let, Louise has an uneasy sense of precog- 
nition about her. Already dispirited and sagging with exhaustion, Louise's fatigue gives 
way to real fears; over and above the broken nights with little Michael, there are the bad 
dreams; the feeling that Vera Brandon is spying on them; the alarming corroboration that 
she has taken the room with some deliberate design; and her own increasingly irrational 
behavior as for the second time Michael is mislaid. Unsure of herself, unconvincing to 
Mark, she finally secures the proof she needs but is almost the victim of the violence she 

The feminine gender of the suspense genre, the domestic frame- the distraught 
confusion and clutter of small children- is exceptionally well handled and authenticates 
the aberrational episodes here. For a double market, and, for the reader, a pleasurably 
wakeful experience. (LC:59-7774) | 


April 22 


DeMott, Benjamin Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE BODY'S CAGE $4.00 - 


A first novel has a somnolent southern town as its scene, and in some slow-moving 
sequences, through the eyes of those engaged here, fills in the past and brings the present 
to its conclusion of recrimination and bitter revelation. Its victim will be Kimball Pick, 
nineteen when Mrs. Chithero comes to stay and pray his mother well- Elsie Pick has been a 
depressive for some time. The background to Mrs. Chithero's arrival in the household she 
takes over he does not know; the marriage the genteel Elsie had made to a workman- James 
Pick, after her disapproving father and ailing (drinking) mother had burned to death; the 
partnership between Stewart Chithero and James which had ended in bankruptcy-. Chithero's 
suicide- and Mrs. Chithero's augury of the penance James must make. All that Kimball 
knows now, in the present, is that he must tend his consumptive younger sister- Em, who is 
dying. His attempt to put her in the hands of a local doctor for hospital care is blocked 
by Mrs. Chithero (and James, taciturn and acquiescent) whose faith healing cannot save her. 
It is only at the trial- on which Dr. Tandy insists and in which he is made a fool of- that 
some attempt is made to bring Mrs. Chithero to book for what has seemed an act of deliberate 
revenge, sustained when an even uglier incident in the past is exposed.... Desolate as most 
of this is, it offers a first novel intensively interesting as it reveals the estrangement 
of these lives; much of the writing has distinction. (LC:59-7630) 


April 22 


Catto, Max Morrow 
THE DEVIL AT FOUR O'CLOCK $3.50 


A fantastic, exciting adventure story, with a strong sentimental streak, should 
find a hybrid audience- somewhere between Nevil Shute and Hammond Innes, as the holocaust 
of a volcano's erpution on a Tahitian island is the background for danger and the measure 
of man's courage. "It is hard for a man to be brave when he knows he is going to meet the 
devil at four o'clock", but Father Doonan ("Part bog Irish, part mystic") is determined to 
rescue the twenty-eight leprous children from a small hospital four thousand meters high on 
the mountain which is now an inferno. He "finds God in the gutter" when he is joined by 
three convicts sentenced to hard labor there; an American Negro, a lascivious Frenchman, ae 
and an Australian, and while the rest of the island is evacuated, they are parachuted down 
to the hospital. With the children, their doctor, their matron, and a lovely but sightless 











February 15, 1959 Fiction -155- 


half-caste girl, they make their way slowly- too slowly- down. Marcel meets a 
grotesque death; the children, their moral obligation, become a physical burden too; 
there is the lurid horror of the final phase of the descent and Father Doonan stays 
behind- with the Negro, as the others cross a crumbling bridge to safety.... Some- 
times raffish, sometimes tender, this tells its story of stubborn dedication, without 
preaching a lesson, for a susceptible market at a popular level. (LC:59-6595) 


April 23 


Mark, David Doubleday 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD $3.95 


---is in thin disguise the Brownsville section of Brooklyn and the scene_ 
of teenager Arnie Aronson's coming of age during the summer and fall of the Depres- 
sion year of 1934. A tough but good-hearted youth, Arnie reaches maturity by the 
rather unusual means of working for an old-time politico; running errands for the 
local brothel keeper and bringing about a romance between a young pool room bum and 
one of the neighborhood's three independent prostitutes; and by observing the course 
of true love, licit and otherwise, among others of his acquaintance. More a series of 
episodes about a neighborhood in transition from near slum to slum and its in- 
habitants, this has a certain charm, but not enough narrative structure and continuity 
to engender sustained interest and sympathy on the part of the reader. (LC:59-7911) 


Mason, F. Van Wyck aah be TK Doubleday 
THE YOUNG TITAN wan a ey $5.95 
.+ee- is the young American continent in the 1740's, seen here in Maine 
in the new settlement that Bartholomey Mayhew has set up on the Penobscot with a dream 
of building ships. Known as Tenby, it houses a handful of colonists; guided by Mayhew 
it has no protection against attack, believes in the friendliness of the Indians, and 
is wide open - to the rigors of its fiercest winter, the disasters brought about by 
the clash between the French and the English, and the blow after blow that decimates 
the small collection of families. The spy among them, Grotius Martin, is a part of 
the siege of Louisburg, ties the Indian white captive Little Thrush (Emlyn) into the 
Mayhews' lives when he rescues Bart's younger brother after his capture by the 
Indians, and is a constant (on which side) when Bart - his colony massacred and his 
wife and daughter captured - is commissioned to an officership in the Massachusetts 
Provincal Navy. There follows the Canso attack, the plans for the forces against 
Louisburg and the questions of leadership, responsibility and the mistakes of judge- 
ment that entered into Bart's extended life, which also affected and were affected 
by his two brothers - "timber wolves" and whose lives as Indians are in contrast to 
Bart's careless leadership. If this is a close, detailed panorama of the events, 
incidents, actions of those years, it is also a less closely noted series of character 
portraits in which situation takes precedence over personality or psychological de- 
velopment. So - for history, facts and background - this covers its territory explicit- 
ly and carries its stories well but its figures remain - with the exception of Indians 
and treacherous French - only figures. Never lose sight of its readability in spite 
of everything. (1LC:59-7912) 


Vaughan, Carter A. Doubleday 
THE WILDERNESS $3-95 


This novel of the French and Indian war of 1745 centers around Paul Ferrand, 
a Huguenot refugee, the owner of a thriving inn in the mountains of New England and 
the victim of his neighbors' increasing resentment of the French. Blackmailed by the 
French government into working for France, Paul offers his services to the royal 
governor as a counterspy and sets off on a hit and miss career accompanied by a 
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beautiful and bold Frenchwoman who thoroughly messes up his love life. However, Paul 

helps defeat the French, receives the commission hitherto denied him in the colonial army, & 
and wins the respect of his fellow Americans and the love of the right girl. A workman- 

like historical with all the customary accoutrements of its kind and nothing unusual or 
original in the way of plot, setting or characterization. (LC :59-7918) 


April 23 4 |- 


Wylie, Max Doubleday 
TROUBLE IN THE FLESH $4.50 


Suppose you were a sensitive, loyal woman with a great capacity for love, married 
to a brilliant but neurotic and totally egocentric playwright to whom you could never be 
more than part-time mistress and full-time mother. What could you do? Jill is trapped in 
this situation with her husband Seton Farrier, his charming but eccentric family, and her 
infant son. It began with intriguing off-beat romance, but now it's a nightmare punctuated 
by drinking, affairs, and more desperate flights from responsibility as unexpected success 
only points up Seton's basic insecurities, which stem from a dope-addicted mother. The 
scene is laid in Cape Cod, Greenwich Village, midtown Manhattan, and Lake Placid; and the 
long, detailed, tortuously involved story ends with the grieved but hopeful Jill getting a 
divorce on a psychoanalyst's recommendation. Though the publisher won't mention it, this 
novel is a massive clinical study of Eugene O'Neill, and for once we have a distinctly un- 
favorable report, with his "genuis" being weighed and found wanting. Sporadically fasci- 
nating, sometimes unpleasantly realistic, sometimes tedious, but on the whole an unusual 
and interesting novel. The O'Neill parallel has been made, and the book may well be a 


popular possibility. (LC:59-7006) 
April 24 | » 


Eyre, Katherine Wigmore Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE CHINESE BOX $3.95 


The Lute and The Glove's cachet was a backwards-in-time revelation - this takes 
its present (San Francisco in the 1880's) and ties in its happening with all that has gone 
before in the lives of Lilas Spencer, her aunt, Edith, and the two others in the family - 
Gregory, now her husband, and Randall, early outcast and disgraced. Living on Nob Hill, 
secure in wealth, well ordered, correct, conventional, the Spencers are confronted by a 
swaggering Randall who taunts and tantalizes so that the aunt and Lilas, confused, are no 
longer as secure, and Gregory is more mandatory. The small incidents begin to fester: 
Lilas* belief in Randall is reaffirmed: aunt's death underlines old memories and the sub- 
jugation that Lilas has known is shattered when she acts - to destroy a way of life, to 
wipe out an involuntary bondage. There is not perhaps as leading a seductiveness as in 
the earlier book - but the touch of the story-teller is still felt. 


Hawkes, Jacquetta Random House 
PROVIDENCE ISLAND $3.50 


* This is enchanting- a merger of the solemnity of a scientific expedition with an 
adventure in complete escape. Professor Pennycuick discovered, before it was too late, 
that his scholarly life in Oxford was a prison. He is given an opportunity to change it 
when a radio officer gives him a package of flint implements that were identified only with cs 
Europe at the end of the Ice Age, and yet had been found on a Pacific island in Micronesia. 
An expedition is organized, and the rest of the story takes the Professor and the reader to 
Providence Island, and the strange occurrences there among a native people still living in 
the Paleolithic Age. The fantasy survival before the story ends comes up sharply against 
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the Atomic Age- and the rescue leaves all involved quite remade..... Completely 
captivating, this is perhaps for that newly alerted market of Wright's /slandia, 
though it is all done with a light touch. It is an achievement for a practising 
archaeologist. (LC:59-7980) 


April 27 


Freedman, Benedict and Nancy Holt 
TRESA $3.95 


The innocent American held captive by a muddle in Mallorca is Fred Brighouse 
and, after rescuing young Miguel Angel Mirales y Ripoll, he becomes the protector 
and savior of pianist Tresa, also an American but in need of help. At 25, and with 
a background of parents dying in the London blitz and an exploited adolescence, she 
is now "relaxing" with her crippled brother Paul - but is Paul the right therapy for 
her? Fred's apprehensions grow when Paul sketches in Tresa's possible insanity, when 
Tresa's attraction to local Dr. de Viana blots out his engagement to the elegible, 
lovely Francesca, and then Fred, fighting for Tresa's sanity, comes up against her 
blind obsession for revolt - which he is not equipped to smother with his love. If 
she is sick, he is sicker loving her; if she is obstinate, he can no longer be a 
doormat - and, with the knowledge that Frencesa is dying, things come apart at the 
seams so that Paul, sicker than all of them, is the means of Tresa's final freedom. 
This takes a bit of believing to keep it together. (LC:59-6717) 


April 7? 


Rulfo, Juan Grove Press 
PEDRO PARAMO $2.75 


Rulfo's first book was a collection of short stories published in 1953. 
This brief first novel, set in a primitive Mexican village, records a young man's 
search for his father whom he never knew. After his mother's death, Juan, at her 
request, comes to his father's village of Media Luna - a haunted, deserted village 
now, full of echoes of the dead. Through strangers who are only ghosts of the past 
he learns of Pedro Paramo's life of dominating feudal power and a consuming love 
which was finally the destruction both of himself and his people. Weaving in and out 
of Juan's dreams - or an existence which seems dreamlike, the characters surrounding 
his father tell their brooding tales until, suffocated by the voices of the dead, 
Juan concludes that he himself is dead. Steeped in intimations, wispy inconclusive- 
ness, this excursion into the ephemeral remains restricted to the avant garde. 


Mayer, Martin | Simon & Schuster 
A VOICE THAT FILLS THE HOUSE ‘| ~‘j $4 50 


From La Scala to the Met, this follows the itinerant professional and personal 
lives of a small group of people and the world of music is not the background but the 
foreground of their story. This is perhaps to be expected since Martin Mayer does a 
monthly column on serious music for Fsquire and has written about it elsewhere as well. 
It is an unidentified "I, an American oaritone, who tells his story, coexistentially 
with that of his wife, Anne, now drifting away from him; his oldest friend Harry Sellars, 
married to the prima donna assoluta of the San Carlo in Naples; and that of Harry's 
father- Charles, a detective, for whom music is an avocation- and young men another &: 
passion. The central character makes some fat appearances at La Scala, but with success 
achieved- Anne becomes less attainable, jealous of other women, jealous of his pro- 
minence; she is a pianist. All of them together in Europe, come to the States separate- 
ly; the Inspector dies, leaving some ugly speculation when he wills his house to his 
latest young man- a Negro; Anne makes her concert debut alone, and wants her year of 
freedom; Harry Sellars almost dies; and finally Anne reconciles herself to her subsi- 
diary position as the wife of a famous singer... There's a certain brightness and 
bravura to the style- which lend some momentum to a story without much motivation. 
Mayer does much better in a reportorial capacity- Madison Avenue, U.S.A. and Wall 
Street: Men and Money. (LC:59-8053) 
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April ?? 





Mead, Shepherd Simon & Schuster 
THE FOUR WINDOW GIRL A $3.50 


This author, having made an issue of TV, advertising, and some items about 
succeeding without really trying, this time gives us a widow who, thinking like a woman, 
outthinks the men and winds up - well, you guess where. Marie Frale, whose wizard ways 
in the installment labyrinth baffle the man from the bank after her husband dies, may 
make like dumb when she goes to work for American Household Products but her actions leave 
little to chance in her rise from a pool secretary to one for a most important VP. Even 
when she is coping with a young son whose care costs more than her salary, our Mrs. Frale 
locates the rung of the ladder on which her itching feet should go, works her way through 
the rising executives via a calculated Wandering In Time that works for her as well as it 
does for the men - and the other female employees, and, taking up the white man's burden 
and turning it into a pink pastel - organizes a model of flimflamship which rates her - 
not only a boss but a husband and a new area of operation. Smartypants fun - but not 
always humorous. 


Wodehouse, P. G. | 2 Simon & Schuster 
A FEW QUICK ONES | $3.50 


coves equals ten short stories by that flip of the limpest wrist master and dis- 
plays some confused clubsters and the problems that their fellow members present. Amour 
is toujours - when it isn't a spot of the old bite from the races or gambling - and it 
takes a bit of do from all those helping (bumbling?) hands to unstiff lovers' tiffs, or 
straighten out the Clarissas, Angelas, Hermiones and Merions from the Oswalds, Augustuses, 
Dudleys - and sometimes to part the Ooofys from the coin of the realm. There's a nasty 
tangle over wrestling, a temper held which is better unleashed, some golf, a plentitude 
of broken engagements (which need not end up in the same place when splinted), - and all 
the diddle, diddle dumplings come out on the brighter side. But isn't it always Wodehouse 
time? 





ALMOST A CLEAN CRIMEFILE 


March 9 


Fry, Pete ' Roy 
THE GREY SOMBRERO $2.75 


Private eye Pete Fry and his sexy secretary are asked to run a bar in Tangier 
for an acquaintance, Eric Baker, and to get a line on a doubtful associate of his, Philip 
Ling. Once there, a Frenchman engages Fry to act as a go-between in a contraband arms 
traffic- in order to expose it- and it leads expectedly to a local gang war, to the explo- 
sion which kills the no longer missing Ling, and to the murder which trails him back to 
London.... Processed from the pulps. (LC:59-5293) 


April 15 ~* 

Blake, Nicholas Harper 

A PENKNIFE IN MY HEART \y $2.95 
(A prefatory note admits the similarity of this to Strangers On A Train, Patri- ee 
| cia Highsmith, 1950, and blames only coincidence.) The meeting of Ned Stowe and Stuart . 
Hammer results intight plans for murder: Stowe to do in Hammer's uncle, and Hammer to kill 
Stowe's wife. But some truths about Hammer's inhumanity and the guilt of his wife's death 
that enchains Stowe bring him out of his complete surrender to expiate her killing. Blake 
handles this repetition with some different twists to keep it fresh. (LC:59-6338) 
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The Prospects are Pleasing 


---- for Peter Green's portrait of KENNETH GRAHAME (World); W. Somerset Maugham's 

last book, critical essays of rather special figures, POINTS OF VIEW (Doubleday) ; 
Evelyn ivells & Betty Martin's NO ONE MUST EVER KNOW- in which the story of the "young 
couple from Carville" is followed in the years after they left the leprosarium; Mary 
Sarton's I KNEW A PHOENIX, an expectedly sensitive personal account; William Peters’ 
THE SOUTHERN TEMPER (Doubleday), a description of the mental climate of the south 
today; and David Howarth's D-DAY (McGraw-Hill- which will have strong promotion) bears 


out what Edmund G. Love proves in WAR IS A PRIVATE AFFAIR (Harcourt, Brace. See below 
for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 9 
Alexander, Lloyd 


Crowell 
JANINE IS FRENCH $3.50 


A truly charming excursion into the wonderland of an encounter between an 
unsophisticated, unself-conscious and utterly feminine French woman and life in the 
United States. Our interpreter is Janine's American husband; whose own attitude of 
amazed and amused discovery offers a view of detached intimacy and a style of delivery 
as neat as Janine's quick little steps. From the day when Janine arrives and experi- 
ences pitiful pangs of homesickness to the day when she refuses to surrender her 
Reillytown home or to leave it long enough to use the "back to Paris" fund labored 
for through her dressmaking, barbering, mill-handing and Lloyd's writing and renting, 
Janine offers uninhibited and emotional commentary on American bosoms (balcony), cars 
(not sympathique), the Liberty bell ("C'est beau, mais c'est broken"). She emerges 
triumphant from a trial psychoanalysis, turns from television to the greater joy of 
neighborhood controversies, suffers the loss of a baby, revises the English language 
with an unfailing sense of artistry, well caught by her attentive husband. Bright 
and poignant, this may appeal to the men as well as the ladies, for after all, 

Janine is French: 


Hall, Ennen Reaves Crowell 
ONE SAINT AND SEVEN SINNERS $3.50 


From the middle daughter of a Baptist preacher comes this recall of a 
childhood spent in a frontier town in Oklahoma. When the family arrived in 1900, 
Mamma had her fill to spilling over with being “gotten used to", but Papa's con- 
sistent refrain that the parishioners were all good people was proved by such acts 
as "a pounding" or gift of supplies, and an all-night praying over stricken Dutch. 
Papa prayed people around to right action and referred constantly to God, while 
Mamma prayed by action as lively as her tongue. The children as they grew had 
their bouts with Papa's notion of sin -- Ennen's coat from the missionary barrel 
and her desire to claim it brought the reprimand of pride, her seventeen-year-old 
date going and its repercussions made her feel Papa trusted everyone but her. 
The years were filled with the bustle of a parsonage open to travellers, with a 
parson ready to marry or to make peace, and a wife ever-ready to aid the causes 
she felt right and to stand up to those she felt wrong, including that of Carrie 
Nation, whom she dressed down. Reverence and resentment, the vitality of a 
Baptist congregation, the mystification of goodness and its effects as puzzled 
over by a growing girl are contained in this frontier-flavored piece. Good family 
fare. 
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March 9 


Thompson, Rex Crowell 
CHARACTERS ON WHEELS $3.00 


Rex Thompson apprenticed in the management of a luxury mobile park on a four 
acre plot at Laguna Beach. This is the running account of the apprenticeship, complete 
with attempts and goals, gains and losses. There are the expected incidents: trouble 
when he tries to be his own maintenance man and the toilet water runs hot; prying a 
hefty tenant out of her bath tub; getting people together and keeping them apart; a run- 
away trailer. The characters of the title appear as pranksters, social souls, who relish 
their "come-as-you-are" prepared parties and /uaus and set up a democratic community 
government. Rex gives a realistic view of his own sweat and fears as he keeps things 
going, becomes a member of the T.C.A. Park Division, gets taken on a couple of "possibi- 
lities" in Las Vegas and Phoenix. Released from Aliso because the entertainment at the 
heart of his park appeal did not appeal to the hearts of his directors, he found a friend 
in tenant Haskell, whose ideas outdid his own and led to a new super park, the Dana Strand 
Club. Trailer and hotel-motel people and small businessmen may find this on their part 
of the beach. (LC:58-14313) 





March 16 


O'Shaughnessy, Michael Crowell 
MONSIEUR MOLIERE : $3-95 


This is an instance where the biographical comes before the novel, a distinct 
change in the handling of the genre. The author introduces us first to Jean-Baptiste 
Pocquelin as the eighteen-year-old through with his general education and unwilling to 
follow his father in the upholstery business. His passion for the theatre requires 
proving, and from the teachings of the famous clown Scaramouche and admonitions to do 
comedy, the months at court during the final clashes of Richelieu and Louis XIII, Moliere Be 
nolds fast and his father accepts his decision. There follow the disastrous attempt in 
Paris of the Bejart troupe, the years on the road in which Moliere develops as actor and 
playwright, the triumphant return to receive the favor of Louis XIV in Paris. In private 
life, there are illustrious friends; Cyrano de Bergerac, Mme. Montespan; there is the 
scandal of marrying his mistress' daughter, rumored to be his as well, and the heartbreak 
her infidelity brings; there is the writing of and acting in his great comedies and satires. 
Care is given to the period with its customs and stars; the plays are noted, though some 
only perfunctorily; intimacies are stated rather than shared. Readers with highly robust 
or intellectual tastes should look elsewhere. (LC:58-14309) 





Williams, Kim Crowell 
HIGH HEELS IN THE ANDES $3.50 


A marriage begun in the staid environs of New York City soon carried city girl 
Kim Williams to Santiago, Chile when her mining engineer husband changed his working 
address. A fisherman and hunter, Mel liked his wife's company even if she didn't like 
his sports, so her introduction to "roughing it", interspersed with living high at luxury 

hotels a la Victorian era, included fishing in a blizzard, hiking fifty-two miles on a 
nonshooting trip. Jaunts from homebase (cared for by a wonderful maid), were many - the 

most extensive, a month-long inspection tour for Mel through Argentina, Patagonia to Tierra 

del Fuego. Kim's time-sense is light: she comments on whatever she comes upon along what- 

ever road she is travelling,whether it is the running of the Chilean fundos or the Argentine 
estancias, the change in government, the clocking of an ostrich, the climate of a mining 

camp. Her thumb is down for a castle in Patagonia, but she rather fancies Peron's Nellie's 
memories. Recognizable as the transported but not transplanted American, Kim may interest 
undemanding female readers. (LC:59-7638) S 
















t 
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March 16 


Howarth, David McGraw-Hill 
D-DAY: The 6th of June, 1944 $4.50/$5.00 


This covers the events in the English Channel and on the coast of France 

Trom the air drops and landings to the time when the news reached the world and, 
while taking its material strategically, includes kinds of experiences of individuais 
that were typical of hundreds of participants. The first section gives a picture of 
England and the tremendous preparations for the complicated plan of invasion - the 
paper work, weather forecasting, the assembling and training of men and machines, the 
guards for secrecy, the build up to last minute changes and decisions about day and 
hour - and the final release. Then come:sections on the British air drop, the Ameri- 
can drop, Utah Beach, Omaha Beach and the British Beaches, Gold, Juno and Sword, and 
each is a roll call of separate actions’ and men, British and American, from officers 
down, to the Germans and some of the French, who were part of the mammoth undertaking. 

ll kinds of ships, landing craft, submarines, tanks, planes, parachutists, infantry; 
all kinds of solitary courage,heroism,valorous performances; all kinds of responses 
to the instructions to be followed and the demands that were made; and all kinds of 
men - those who lived and the many that did not - make up a book of careful research 
and a sensitivity to the impact of those hours. It makes sure fire reading that 
shoud commemorate an unequalled occasion for an audience which, if overwhelmed by 
books on the War, shouid find the individual stories underlining the immensity of the 
undertaking. 16 pages of photographs: endpaper maps: S.E.P. serialization in 5 
or 6 parts. (LC: 59-8542) 


Stern, Philip Van Doren Rand McNally 
SECRET MISSIONS OF THE CIVIL WAR $5.00 


This excellent book, written and also edited by an authority on the Civil 
War, author of The Man Who Killed Lincoln, The Drums of Morning, and other books, is 
the story, based on contemporary documents and on records held in Washington until 
1953 as “top secret" of “the evolution of underground activities for the entire Civil 
War," both North and South. Here, with long and carefully documented introductions 
and comments by the author, are accounts in their own words of such personages as Allan 
Pinkerton, McClellan's personal spy, the beautiful Mrs. Rose O'Neal Greenhow and Belle 
Boyd, and the less beautiful S. Emma E. Edmonds, the notorious Lafayette Baker, the 
first head of the Secret Service, Maffitt, the fabulous blockade-runner, and many 
others. Perhaps the most interesting account is the little-known tale of the huge 
Confederate underground, operating largely from Canada, which was behind the New York 
Draft Riots and engineered a gigantic and unsuccessful conspiracy to involve the entire 
North in revolution. The true fabric of history is a sound basis for a book with its 
appeal to all students of the Civil War as well as those who will enjoy an acquaintance 
with some of its most dramatic figures. (LC: 59-6632) 


March 18 
Stevenson, Adlai E. Aaveuds Cah ~Suemi < 7 Harper 
FRIENDLY ENEMIES- | $2.95 


Subtitled What I Learned in Russia, this is an account of Mr. Stevenson's 
recent 7000 mile trip through the Soviet Union which ranged from the Gulf of Finland 
through Siberia to Central Asia and the Chinese border. He considers the differences 
between the Communist countries, emphasizing that ths solidarity between Russia and 
China should not be underestimated. From his talks with Khrushchev and Mikoyan he 
evaluates Russia's interest in foreign trade, economic aid to the underdeveloped coun- 
tries and he takes heart at what he calls Khrushchev's ready response to the concept 
of equality in power between the U.S. and Russia, above all, at his eagerness to talk. 
He discusses the colonization of Siberia; the impressive growth of Russian heavy 
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industry; the outstanding advance in scientific development; the new Managerial Class - 
composed mainly of engineers who are, next to the scientists and intellectuals, the most 
highly paid people in the country; the attitude of the Russian people toward Americans - 
which he found warm and friendly even though he was in Leningrad about the same time that 
the Marines landed in Lebanon; the intense hunger for knowledge among the people and the 
machinery of Soviet education which is undergoing a change in emphasis - from a college 
oriented to a job oriented system. His conclusions: the Soviet Union is a stable power 
system far from internal collapse and that the battle of the future will necessarily be 
economic with the major battlegrounds in Asia and Africa. His hope: that "with economic 
improvement and better living conditions in Russia we will have more in common and the 
enmity of inferiority will diminish." A report which will certainly receive critical 
attention. (LC:59-8246) 


March 19 


Newby, Eric Doubleday 
A SHORT WALK $4.50 


With no pause for apologies,#ric Newby, author of 7he Last Grain Race, plunges 
into the history of a huge caprice that involved his bidding farewell to the fashion 
world in London and the transfer of self and interest from haute couture to a haut monde 
of a different and more difficult order. Hugh Carless, friend and foreign service man, 
took time off to take the walk with Eric. Prelims included a rugged introduction to 









climbing via the Alpine Club's "Spiral Stairs", a sojourn in Istanbul and a court appearance 


in Armenia. Once in Afghanistan, Eric applies a rather curdled humor for he is capable of 


being both jaunty and jaundiced) to sahib relations with native guides, very non pukka, and 


to the mountain of difficulties that confront our intrepid travellers. Their attempts on 
the Mir Samir are serious if uninformed and sympathetically foolhardy. Stopping 700 feet 
short of the summit, they carried on into Nuristan, and beyond the Arayu,as they set their 


course for Kabul, they met Thesiger, a true expert, who put them in their place, with their 


permission. Delightfully off balancing. Photographs. Foreworded by Evelyn Waugh, who 
cheers the continuance of the eccentric tradition. (LC:59-6998) 


March ?? 


Neese, Robert Chilton 
PRISON EXPOSURES $4.95 


Within "the house at the end of the road", a state prison in Iowa, #24933 has 
taken the pictures- and written the text- which forms a blunt documentary of the life 
here which is roughly that of any institution. If today the cruelty is less, what re- 
mains is a little more refined; conditions leave much to be improved- particularly the 
work programs which offer little; there is group therapy- but no individual help for the 
many who really need it. Neese, who will soon be released, has pointed his camera at many 
of the men who live here- from the prison personnel to the "hardrocks", the 10-25% who 


will never change and show the "worthlessness of prisons", and he has caught the “loneliness, 


regret, anger at self; these things convicts live with". The words and the pictures are 
primitive- effective- and there will be a foreword by Erle Stanley Gardner. (LC:59-6533) 


Leites, Nathan Stanford University Press 
ON THE GAME OF POLITICS IN FRANCE $4.75 


Mr. Leites' point of view is implicit in his title: to him (and for the period 
he covers- 1951-1958) French politics is all one vastly confused, multi-ruled, too easy 
to cheat at, and immensely impracticable game. Antiquated rules were used, some made up 
as the delegates went along. No one party had a program and a consistent program; every- 
one passed the buck to the next Premier; great decisions were delayed until they exploded 


into crisis; issues were never debated until the last minute, after months of being treated 


like invisible, intangible national illnesses. The scholarship is excellent and greatly 
detailed. Not a popularization by any means, instead it is almost a daily diary of the 
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changing governments and enduring crises that finally brought about the downfall of 
the Fourth French Republic. The introduction is by the noted critic of French po- 
litical life, D. W. Brogan, and there is an exhaustive index. (LC: 59-7426) 


April 1 


Summers, Hollis Harper 
THE WALKS NEAR ATHENS | $3.00 


This is an engaging collection of the verse of Hollis Summers which has 
appeared over the years in a number of magazines. The author of several novels (most 
recently The Weather of February) this volume displays the rare combination of modern- 
ity, wit and readability. Mr. Summers has a fine eye for the homely things about him 
(in Athens, Ohio - in case there is any question); an ironic skepticism about the usual 
categories of good and evil, and a placid philosophic mind. All of this makes for 
charm, lucidity and tenderness if not for greatness. Poetry readers may readily wel- 
come a quiet and relaxed talent. (LC: 59-7331) 


_ April 6 °& 


Green, Peter World 
KENNETH GRAHAME $6.00 


* Among the many people to whom The Wind in the Willows extends its timeless 
appeal, there should be some who will find the "tragedy of the life it represents” 
moving; others who will find this study meaningful in relation to Grahame's generation 
since so much of his private conflict was a reflection of the time in which he lived, 
shared by his literary associates; and still others who will find it a fascinating 
personal portrait in itself. For the fantasy world of Mole and Toad and Rat was not 
disembodied but had its firm origins; in the boyhood of Kenneth Grahame who lost his 
mother at three and was sent away to an austere grandmother. Then he first acquired 
the habit of solitude and the "love of the visible natural world" which would always 
be stronger than any love of humanity; in the later years of seeming conformity 
(Grahame clerked in a bank) he was to protest against the changing appearance and 
attitudes of Victorian England. Always caught in the ugly split between the dream 
and reality, Grahame married - at forty- the predatory Elspeth and it was this which, 
if only negatively, provided the "creative flash-point"”. Unequal to the demands of 
an adult relationship, he was to find a retreat and release in the imaginary world 
where he could safeguard his innocence of vision. So that The Wind in the Willows, 
which was a satire of contemporary society, becomes also a sublimination of his own 
failure and a projection of the Good Life. In the later years the myth endures and 
invests the only son of this unhappy marriage, exacts its price at Alastair's death 
{most probably a suicide) when at last "the over-drawn account with reality was 
squared"..... This is a finely written, revealing and rewarding memoir- an interpre- 
tation of the man and an integration of the artist with his times. As the only avail- 
able study of Kenneth Grahame it should find a permanent place over and above the 
immediate sympathy of the presentation. Illustrated. 


April 15 V 


Buchwald, Art Harper 
MORE CAVIAR $3.50 s 


Further collected columns from this Herald Tribune Syndicate writer carry on 
his blithe travel talk, on the spot commentary, chipper chatter, bits of family life, 
preferences and personalities. From Russia, to England, to Italy, to Germany, France, 
his topics range from the international set (guests are at a premium), the Rolls Royce, 
the higher economics of importing articles bought cheaply in Europe, interviews with 
visiting celebrities, how to buy a camel, bobsledding, sightseeing, treatment of Amer- 
icans abroad, etc., etc. For those who like their foreign affairs weil diluted with 
high spirits. (LC: 59-6302) 
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Hayakawa, S. I.- Fd. Harper 
OUR LANGUAGE AND OUR WORLD \ $5.00 


Prepared by the editor of ETC, a review of general semantics, who is also Pro- 
fessor of Languages at San Francisco University, this provocative book, a collection of 
articles appearing over the last five years in ETC, endeavors to apply semantics, the 
science of meanings and communication, to the problems of present-day life. Listed under 
four headings: Communication in Public Affairs; Education and Re-Education; The Arts; 
Highbrow and Low; Language and Thought, the articles, all scholarly, some witty, some dull 
and overweighted with scientific jargon, cover such divers subjects as news reporting, 
whodunits, relations between milk dealers and their customers, the need of psychologists 
to save the world, sexual fantasy and automobiles, the problems of Puerto Ricans in 
America, etc. This erudite and well-edited book, of highly specialized and limited appeal, 
is not for the average layman, but professors and serious students of semantics and world 
conditions should welcome it; it should make an excellent reference book and college text- 
book. Illustrated. (LC:59-6324) 


Schmoe, Floyd Harper 
A YEAR IN PARADISE $4.00 


The Schmoes, Floyd and Ruth, needed to earn enough money to go back to college 
shortly after World War I so they took a job - and a delayed honeymoon - as winter care- 
takers at Paradise Inn, Mt. Rainier. It makes unique reading although it must have been 
@ gruelling experience when they lived for months buried under snow. This is a four 
season record - which actually spans several years - and there's adventure too, on the 
trails both as guide and explorer. From the seemingly endless winter to the brief spring 
and summer, and then autumn which offers them the freedom to live their own lives free of 
tourists, this is chiefly a picture of the changing face of nature, the life on the 
mountain, the habits of glaciers and volcanoes and all the mysteries of the outdoors. As 
an ecologist and forester, the author's enthusiasm mirrors the wonder and the fascination 
of what he sees and knows. Visitors to Mt. Rainier will find this absorbing while all 
those with an interest in mountains will enjoy it equally. 16 pages of photographs; 22 
in-text drawings; 4 maps. (LC:59-6318) . 


4“ \9 ( Messner 
MY VALLEY IN THE SKY — $3.50 


Van Der Veer, Judy 


Forty one short and leisurely paced chapters about life (animal, vegetable and 
human) on the author's small, remote ranch in a high valley in the California hills. The 
change of seasons, dry spells, the blessing of rain, daily chores, the growth of a wide 
variety of farm animals and pets, character sketches of the more notable people and 
animals, the pleasures and problems of ranching form the subject matter of this day to day 
record of ranch life. Unpretentious, sincere, observant, this has a ready-made market in 
the readers of Miss Van Der Veer's previous books. (LC:59-8193) 


Marcus, Abraham & Rebecca B. Prentice-Hall 
POWER UNLIMITED ( LC:59-8659) Each $3.50 
TOMORROW-THE MOON (LC:59-8651) 


Two small, compact books review material on current topics and, in considering 
progress to date, view the prospects for the future in each of the subjects. Power gives 
a brief history of man's discovery and use of newer, better and greater sources of power 
from the harnessing of wind and water in windmills and water wheels, to power obtained 
through fire and water in the steam engine and steam turbine, and on to the gas, gasoline 
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and diesel engines of recent years. Then come the jet and rocket engines, the work 
with electrons, electricity and direct and alternating current motors, the theory 

and experimentation in atoms, fission and nuclear plants, and a look at future sources 
from nuclear fusion and solar energy. Tomorrow records man's history in escaping grav- 
ity from the curiosities of ancient Greek and Chinese rocket and jet applications to 
20th century leaps and bounds in air conquest. What makes planes fly, the principles 
of jet and rocket flight, guided and ballistic missiles, the epoch-shaking event of 
the first man made satellites and the way is open for serious consideration of moon 
and space travel. The tests that will take place, the possible series of events on 

a moon trip, the establishment of space stations, manned and unmanned, - all lead to 
further objectives for the day after tomorrow. A brush-up on topics under discussion, 
these, with their diagrams and figures, should keep the interested informed - as of 
this minute. 


April 16 


Anderson, Flavia Doubleday 
THE REBEL EMPEROR $4.95 


This lengthy book by an English writer, author of The Ancient Secret and 
Jezebel and the Dayspring and obviously steeped in Chinese history, is the biography 
of Hung Hsiu-ch'uan, who in the first years of the 19th century rose from poverty to 
power, dominated Central China, and led the Taiping revolt against the Manchu empire 
in a holy war that was also the first uprising of Chinese nationalism. Born in 1814, 
as a student in Canton,Hung was given Christian tracts by an American missionary; 
converted from Taoism to his own form of Christianity, calling himself the Heavenly 
King and Elder Brother of Christ he made thousands of converts, the Taipings; estab- 
lishing himself as their Emperior in Nanking he fought the opium traffic, acquired 
many concubines, and for years made war against the Manchus in a ferociously cruel 
conflict in which millions died; in 1864 he committed suicide when British troops 
under "Chinese" Gordon defeated him. Overweighted with detail, marred by its author's 
insistence on revealing private thoughts of men long dead and forgotten, this com- 
plicated book will hold little interest for average devotees of biography and history 
but students of religious movements and of past and present China should value it for 
its factual content. (LC: 59-7900) 


mm 


April 1732 


Fine, Dr. Benjamin & Putnam 
Lillian $3.95 
HOW TO GET THE BEST EDUCATION FOR YOUR CHILD 


The Education editor of the V.Y. Times, and his wife, survey American educa- 
tion from the nursery school through the college years and provide a very level con- 
sideration, along with a minimum of criticism, of our schools. Pointing out that edu- 
cation begins in the home, they indicate the importance of the supportive interest- 
as well as stimulus-of the parent. They discuss the broad curricular pattern of the 
primary schools, junior and senior high schools, and the ways in which you can evalu- 
ate your child's school and participate in its work. College entrance, and fifteen 
key questions in the selection and financing of a college education; educational 
testing and determining your child's capacities; the gifted child and enrichment 
programs; textbooks; motivation in teaching--- and marks (over-emphasized); science 
versus the humanities, which should be science and the humanities if education is 
at its best is to be achieved; public school education and raising the general level, 
and teachers' salaries, are all part of a broad presentation. The Fines write sen- 
sibly and intelligibly for a less informed group of concerned parents. To others, 
the material may seem familiar. (LC: 59-6850) 
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April 17 


Portmann, Adolf Univ. of Michigan “ 
ANIMAL CAMOUFLAGE $5.00 


An addition to the Ann Arbor Science Library, the brief text and 101 matching 
illustrations give aclear demonstration of the duality of "display and disguise" which 
exists in the animal world. Commenting shortly on the controversy which has obtained in 
this particular area, most of the text is descriptive, indicating the relationship be- 
tween camouflage and vision, markings, contours, colors, masking, mimetic resemblance 
whether for aggressive or defensive purposes, mimicry (a real "no man's land of biological 
battle"), adaptive color changes, and the broader significance of these types of camou- 
flage. For a predetermined market, students or the more serious observer, a small book 
which brings understanding to the contemplation of the outdoor world. 


Mason, Ellsworth & UL 
Ellman, Richard- fds. | Viking 
THE CRITICAL WRITINGS OF JAMES JOYCE $5.00 


This is a choice and supremely well edited collection of Joyce's critical 
writings brought together from unpublished manuscripts, playbills and obscure periodicals 
and pamphlets. It opens with a schoolboy essay and closes with a 1937 manifesto in France 
on the Moral Right of Authors, prompted by the Ulysses piracy case. In between are vivid 
commentaries on some of Joyce's favorite authors, Ibsen, the Irish poet Mangan, Yeats and 
Pound, articles on Irish literature, satirical diatribes against Irelanc's Feinians, and 
some short, whimsical pieces of a more ephemeral but nonetheless delightful nature. It 
will come as no surprise to all readers of Ulysses that Joyce was a critic of sorts, for 
not the least brilliant chapter in this book is devoted to a new and elaborate theory of 
Shakespeare's life and works. Many of the longer pieces here were written in Italian as 
lectures which Joyce delivered in Trieste, and they appear for the first time in English 
in this book. Each piece has been edited with loving care and is preceded by a brief 
introduction explaining its provenance, and the footnotes are able and to the point. An 
important contribution, for all devotees of Joyce and literary criticism in general. (LC: 


59 -6868) 
April 18 


Falkner, Leonard Dutton 
FORGE OF LIBERTY $4.50 


A recapitulation of those moments which immediately led up to the American re- 
volution. Leonard Falkner bases his account on contemporary letters and documents, 
scrutinizing that period between the spring and summer of 1775-- the growing agitation 
among prominent colonists, the plans, the mustering of men and arms, the battle of Lexington 
and Concord-- all of which culminated on the evening of April 19, 1775, in the official 
commencement of the Revolution against King George of England. A dramatis personae of 
famous names-- Hancock, Revere, Adams, Sutherland, and Lowell-- the characters range freely 
over the broad historical landscape, mouthing words which, for better or worse, the author 
has them speak. For the serious historian, this license of Leonard Falkner's will render 
Forge of Liberty a less than acceptable work, but for those who enjoy history speckled with 
human interest, a readable and informative restatement of a vital era. Illustrated. (LC:59- 


5820) 
April 20 * 


Hohenberg, John Columbia University Press 
THE PULITZER PRIZE STORY $6.50 


Edited by the Secretary of the Advisory Board on the Pulitzer Prizes, this 
collection presents some winners from the eight categories from 1917 to 1958 which 
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supports James Reston's claim that the 20th century is "the era of the reporter". 
An introduction on journalism, on the objectives and ideals on which it rests, on 
the responsibility of the press, prefaces the pieces here with their wide range of 
interest: from the Loeb-Leopold case to the apprehension of wife-killing Payne, the 
"meanest man that ever lived": from the two World Wars to Korea; from a coal mine 
disaster to the atom bomb; from Arthur Krock on Truman to James Reston on Eisenhower; 
from the KLu Klux Klan to Little Rock; etc., etc., along with some final scattered 
selections of human interest. Harry S. Ashmore, Meyer Berger, Herbert Bayard Swope, 
Ernie Pyle, Harrison Salisbury, Marguerite Higgins, Walter Lippmann are among the 
best known names; the appendix gives a brief history of these awards, the qualifica- 
tions on which they are made, and a list of the award-winners from 1917 to the 
present. A book which should find a permanent place- certainly as an exemplar for 
students but also as a documentary of these decades- significant incidents and 
issues. (LC:59-7702) 


April 20 
Pisani, Lt. Col. Camille Ferri Indiana University Press 
PRINCE NAPOLEON IN AMERICA $6.00 


Prince Napoleon visited America in the summer of 1861 and found the nation 
in the ferment of Civil War. His military aide-de-camp, Pisani, accompanied him 
everywhere, attentive and shrewdly observant of whatever he saw, of whomever he met-- 
especially in matters and persons military. His comments are those of the classic, 
worldly Frenchman: sardonically witty, discerning of not only detail but the under- 
lying trends and psychologies connected with the detail. His impressions of us are 
generally most friendly, but he is quick to chide us on our lack of organization, 
style, eclat and our obsession (even then) with conformity. What he liked best was 
our vitality, our ruggedness, our simplicity and willingness to discard the fetters 
of antiquated and effete European military methods and general social conventions. 
Whatever he saw he approached with intense curiosity and a remarkably open mind. 
Today his comments are still valid insofar that the American national character is 
much the same as in his days of travel. The translation is excellent (as are the 
footnotes), by Georges Joyaux and is particularly successful in rendering Pisani's 
great good sense and good humor. An introduction by Bruce Catton, and vivid, e 
sharply observed pen-and-ink drawings by Gil Walker. 


Carhart, Arthur H. | Knopf 
THE NATIONAL FORESTS $4.75 


A comprehensive history and present-day examination of our 150 national 
forests: their origins, administration and functions-- plus journeys to them and 
discussions of their beauties and unique features. A national forest, it is made 
clear early in the book, is different from a national park, inasmuch as a national 
forest is not dedicated to conservation and recreation alone. A national forest's 
three-fold purpose is utilization of its lumber, providing very necessary watersheds, 
and--finally--recreation. All national forests must be self-supporting, and are. 
Many individual ones are grouped together now so that this economic necessity may 
be achieved. The author is a well known conservationist and writer on outdoor life 
and his book reflects his lifelong loves. Not a popularization, it is coolly and 
carefully written with a stress on fact and exhaustive background and operational 
procedure. Probably excellent and indispensable for the rebid conservationists 
among us, it is not destined for wide, general appeal. It should do well, however, 
in libraries, schools and bookstores within the vicinity of a national forest. 
Illustrated. (1LC:59-5433) 
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April 20 


Kordel, Lelord World 
HOW TO MAKE PEOPLE LIKE YOU $3.75 


For those who remember Lat Your Troubles Away and Eat and Grow Younger, this 
is the third course- to correct problems at the dinner table rather than on the couch. 
Only a well-balanced diet leads to a well-adjusted person and you can type yourself 
(viscerotonia- digestive; cerebrotonia- mental; somatotonia- muscular). Your emotional 
personality, your feminine personality, your mental personality, all relate to the food 
you eat (less starch and sugar; more yogurt- natch); so do fatigue and insomnia, des- 
tructive "personality termites" and deficiencies, and a low blood sugar content. Along 
with formulae (Specific Dynamic Energy), illustrations from great books and from his con- 
sultation room, he indicates the right food for your psyche. Could it be spinach? (Le: 


59-7747) 
April 21 


Mowrer, Edgar Ansel Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
A GOOD TIME TO BE ALIVE $3.50 


A vigorous, reproving and sometimes downright irate series of essays examining 
the effects of the present-day world on American life. Mr. Mowrer, a noted and highly 
articulate foreign correspondent and commentator on the national scene, finds that inter- 
national tensions have made us- paradoxically enough- soft. There is entirely too much 
accent on material success and goods, the easy life rather than rugged individualism and 
integrity. We only pretend to grapple with the demands of the contemporary scene; our 
non-reliance on self-reliance vitiates our efforts. We are not prepared to spend enough, 
think enough or deny ourselves enough to fight the Cold War. But it is this very Cold 
War that prevents our final submission to decadence; we've got to do something to counter- 
act its debilitating effects. Examining the upheaval and decline of moral values and 
personal security since the last war, Mr. Mowrer finds that we are slowly- ever so slowly- 
returning to the strengths of our great American heritage and that we will finally realize 
that it is indeed a good time to be alive. A stirring and stimulating group of writings, 
which should do well for the college audience, the Sunday afternoon intellectuals, and 
those who liked Elmer Davis' We Were Born Free. (LC:59-6692) 


Talbert, William F. & 
Sharnik, John S. Little, Brown 
PLAYING FOR LIFE: BILLY TALBERT'S STORY $4.00 


Billy Talbert's story, like Billy Pierson's, has its dual interest- again in 
that this is the achievement of a great competitive athlete- handicapped by a real health 
problem. In Talbert's case, this was pegged when he was still in his young teens and he 
was made to realize that as a diabetic the hypodermic would be "the basic fact of life" 
and would end right there his hopes of becoming a ballplayer. It was his father who gave 
him a racket instead, but failed him elsewhere; there was no money at home for even the 
college registration fee. Working his way through the first years of college, Talbert 
began to play tennis all along the college circuit; did not admit to the liabilities of 
playing as a diabetic (or pushing his luck)-and was determined to live twice as hard as 
anybody else. His real successes, particularly as a doubles player, his one great dis- 
appointment- the U.S. singles national championship when a bad leg cost him the title, his 
finel acceptance of his disease,his help to others with it, his marriage and merger of 
tennis with another job as well as the Davis Cup Captaincy, all provide a story with con- 
siderable human interest, over and above the attractions of the name and the game. 
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Koestler, Arthur Macmillan 
THE SLEEPWALKERS | $6.95 


This is a history of cosmology subtitled A History of man's changing 
vision of the Universe. Beginning in the Heroic Age with the Babylonians and 
Fgyptians, the sixth century Greeks - Pythagoras, "the founder of Science as the word 
is understood today", Aristarchus, "the Greek Copernicus", Plato and Aristotle, 
Ptolemy, the last great astronomer of the Alexandrian School, Koestler traces cosmic 
theories through the Early (Platonic) Fathers, the Middle Ages, to the Renaissance 
when he shifts his narrative from "the evolution of cosmic ideas to the individuals 
who were chiefly responsible for them". He discusses the life and system of Copernicus 
whose "discovery" consisted in a reversal of the Ptolemaic system; the rivalry between 
Kepler and Galileo; the trial of Galileo which he believes "was not in the nature of 
a fatal collision between opposite philosophies of existence...but rather a clash of 
individual temperaments aggravated by unlucky coincidences." He concludes his study 
with The Newtonian Synthesis "because the cosmology of Einstein is as yet in a fluid 
state...too early to assess". This is a brilliant examination of inspiration, de- 
lusion, insight, dogmatism, a book which its author calls "a history of collective 
obsessions and controlled schizophrenias". Not for the uninitiate. 


~ 


Announcing for April 22 


Fitts, Dudley Harcourt, Brace 
LADIES' DAY $4.00 


This is an English version of Aristophanes' Thesmophoriazusae and follows 
Dudley Fitts' translations of Lysistrata, The Frogs and The Birds which have appeared 
in successive years. They will have established the market. (LC:59-6427) 


Gray, J. Glenn Harcourt, Brace 
THE WARRIORS $3 -95 


Based on the author's experiences in the last war, this personal and philo- 
sophical survey of the actions of men at war is an attempt to explain the reasons why 
men fight, their behavior under fire, and their reactions to war itself. Writing from 
the viewpoint of a sensitive, non-professional soldier, the author tells of the horrors 
of war and its secret attractions, of the comradeships of "warriors" and their strange, 
shared delight in destruction, their quick love-affairs and their mass preoccupation 
with sex as opposed to love, their concepts of death and the enemy; analyzing the 
psychological causes of cowardice and bravery, he writes of the behavior of soldiers 
in victory and defeat and the lethargy afflicting men long under fire. It is an often 
beautifully written book- an examination of the mass behavior of men at war- for the 
more thoughtful reader. This may well preclude a general audience. Gray is a Pro- 
fessor at Colorado College. (LC:59-7536) 


Love, Edmund G. Harcourt, Brace 
WAR IS A PRIVATE AFFAIR $3.75 


* The man who found Subways Are For Sleeping (1957) here finds, through his 
years as combat historian in the Pacific, another collection of personal histories 
enhanced by the demands of a war. The kleptomaniac whose idiosyncrasy saved lives 
and made him more than a hero; the tradition of an old regiment which almost branded 
an officer a coward; the far from prosaic events in a chemical depot where one Gus 
challenged every rule; the newspaper man who remained invisible on all assignments; 
Hackleford who only wanted his wounded toe treated and was awarded 4 Purple Hearts: 
Ben Salomon whose dentistry became surgery and whose great courage was never of- 
ficially recognized; the obstacles of saving a little baby while under attack - and 
more, add up to an intimate picture of men who, although at war, are circumscribed 
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by their own characters. The audience of the earlier book will not be disappointed in 
this and new readers will find the same balance of humor, compassion and discernment 
evidenced in Subways. (LC:59-6428) 


April 22 


Wordsworth, Jill Morrow 
I FOLLOWED THE SUN $3.95 


A homey away from home gal makes easy going of a hitch-hike from London to 
Johannesburg. Obviously adept at ingratiating herself, she began her journey with one 
Jake, the pilot who flew her to Cairo. There a friend of a friend of someone in Athens 
saved her from professional guides. A slow train to Khartoum, where she typed away her 
hotel bill, further happy chance flights and rides to Kenya, Rhodesia and South Africa 
followed. Jill began to feel her luck was a jinx and breathed in relief when it broke, 
just temporarily of course. A random commentary on people and peoples along the way and 
the lay of the land interlard the central "how I did it" theme. Light reading at best. 


Photographs. (LC:59-7397) 
April 23 


Martin, Betty & 
Wells, Evelyn- éd. Doubleday 


NO ONE MUST EVER KNOW $3.75 


What happened in the ten years since Miracle At Carville (after Harry and Betty 
rtin left the protection of the life they had known there for twenty years) should 
interest the wide audience of those who read the first book which has done so much to 
change the attitudes of the public towards those who have been the victims of Hansen's 
disease (not leprosy). Untroubled and unsuspecting, they came out into the world knowing Se 


the stigma that existed, dreading any possible exposure, and belonging "with the secret 
people”. The purchase of a car and a trailer took half their savings and the trailer, 
which they bought for eye-appeal, proved to be a real threat on the roads. After daily 
difficulties with it, they finally reached North Carolina and decided to stop over there; 
Betty to write her book; Harry to try and get work, handicapped by his own physical weakness, 
his lack of references. Finally failing, they returned to New Orleans where Betty left 
her finished book, waiting a year for a contract, before they started out again for Cali- 
fornia where again Harry had many difficulties in getting a job he was strong enough to 
handle. The publication of the book coincided with his first real security but there was 
always the fear that their identity might be revealed; a Christopher award bought the 
house Betty had always wanted; and finally the reactivation of the disease took Betty back 
to Carville- for six months- before she could go back to Harry,safely able to check it 
with a new drug.... The story of the "young couple from Carville" continues to have its 
genuine appeal as well as its beneficial application for all those people who no longer 
need be scarred, emotionally or physically, by this disease. (LC:59-7919) 


Maugham, W. Somerset Doubleday 
POINTS OF VIEW $h .50 


Five essays which reveal Maugham in a somewhat different role for here charity 
overtakes cynicism, and he has chosen, for the most part, unusual figures, and approached 
them from a personal rather than critical angle. "After all, it is the personality of 
the author that gives his work its special interest". In writing of Goethe, he uses his 
novels rather than his poetry to synthesize the man and the characters he created. In 
this essay, and in one other, on the short story, he expands to some extent on his own 
theories of writing. And in writing of the short story, his focus is on representative 
writers on the 19th century, read in preparation for his anthology, Maupassant, Poe, ie 
Chekhov and Katherine Mansfield. The other three essays deal with relatively less known 
figures; The Saint was the Maharshi, a mystic scholar met in India in 1936; Dr. Tillotson, 
a 17th century divine, whose career involved him in religious dissensions and political 
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scandals, but whose sermons as Archbishop of Canterbury were internationally famous. 
The final essay, in many ways the most extraordinary, deals with the disagreable 
egotists- the Goncourt brothers- and the little group they attracted.... Mr. Maugham 
has announced that this is his last book. He has made a great and varied contri- 
bution in sixty years of publishing. (LC:59-6997) 


April 27 


Sienkiewicz, Henry Columbia University Press 
PORTRAIT OF AMERICA $5.00 


Translated and edited by Charles Morley, these are the letters that the 
Polish novelist and Nobel Prize winner wrote to the Gazeta Polska during his travels 
in the United States, 1876-1878, and have their primary interest in the changed at- 
titude towards the country that resulted as the “longer and more closely (I) observe, 
the brighter it appears..." First impressions and critical comparisons with Europe, 
early disappointments in New York City, distaste for the vulgarity, and unfortunate 
encounters, give way to a deepening appreciation of the new, young nation, with his 
westward traveling, via the transcontinental railroad, opening his eyes and widening 
his knowledge of the land and the people. California and a long stay in the 
mountains, hunting bear and buffalo, getting to know the isolated squatters and 
miners, the chance to watch the growing popularity of his countrywoman Modjeska, and 
special articles on American society, morals, women, politics, the Poles and the 
Chinese groups, round out his reporting and make up a contemporary panorama that is 
lively in its observations and careful in its descriptions. 


Makris, John N. Dutton 
THE SILENT INVESTIGATORS $4.95 


With an introduction by Chief Postal Inspector D. H. Stephens, this book 
is the story of the oldest, most versatile and perhaps the least-known U.S. law- 
enforcement agency, the Postal Inspection Service, and of those badly paid and dedi- 
cated public servants, the Postal Inspectors, whose dual mission it is to guard the 
sanctity of the mails and to prevent their use for criminal and illegal purposes. 
Postal Inspectors, skilled detectives usually working behind the scenes, have helped 
bring murderers, mail-robbers, kidnappers and counterfeiters tc justice, as in the 
Roundout, Ill., mail robbery, the Lindbergh kidnapping, the Longmont, Colo., plane 
crash. At scenes of disaster they collect and guard mails; in normal life they 
pursue "lonely hearts" matrimonial agencies, con-men, sellers of fake nostrums and 
non-existent real-estate, writers of poison-pen letters and dealers in pornography 
and non-paying stocks whose activities cost the country millions annually. Badly 
written, this may well be overlooked since the content and the coverage has a good 
deal of fascinating material which should extend its appeal to any interested in the 
authentic annals of crime and punishment. Illustrated. ( LC :59-5009 ) 


Sarton, May Rinehart 
I KNEW A PHOENIX $3.75 


* A vivid and nostalgic evocation of people moving in the places of memories 
past, revived and revisited in these "sketches for an autobiography". George Sarton 
was the only son of a Ghent bourgeois, Mabel Elwes the daughter of a British engineer. 
They met as university student and portrait painter, and in revealing their protracted, 
anguished romance, their daughter celebrates a group of friends finding their lives 
in the gentle Ghent atmosphere of a pre-war era that permitted the blossoming of 
romantic idealism. Careful to let flower the wonders of her parents' lives, May Sarton 
touches upon those in her own as lovingly; the gifts of great teachers at Shady Hill, 
Cambridge, where "the primitive tribe" came face to face with poetry; the strangeness 
of other ways at the Institut Belge; the rebellion against the rigidity of "High and 
Latin", which still brought the wonder of Vergil. Following graduation, May decided 
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on theatre rather than college, and spent three great years with the greatness of Eva 

le Gallienne and her Civic Repertory Theatre to teach her the meaning of dedication to 

an art. Experiencing Paris by osmosis, she met Lugne-Poe, who told her she had the face 
of a writer, not an actress. Unwilling yet to accept, she worked with the Apprentice 
Theatre, an offshoot of the disbanded parent group which was gradually worn away by 
individual successes and group losses. Two springs in England, replete with the friend- 
ship of the Julian Huxleys, of S.S. Koteliansky and James Stephens, and meetings with the 
Leonard Woolfs close a book touched with the magic of an imaginative and grateful heart. 


(LC:59-6569) 





April 28 


Miller, Fred D. Devin-Adair 
OPEN DOOR TO HEALTH $3.95 


"A Dentist's Crusade for Good Teeth" which in turn leads to general well-being 
is certainly valid in its aim, perhaps arguable in its assumption that if correctly fed 
people will develop no cavities in their teeth. Im any case, it certainly seems logical 
that as a general rule tooth decay is part of the syndrome of degeneration; that healthy 
teeth are not sensitive teeth so that dentistry becomes painless; and that the diet 
prescribed here, fresh fruits and green vegetables (raw rather than cooked), less flour 
and sugar products will do much for your teeth- your health- and your shape. Dr. Miller 
also relates good food to the soil in which it is grown, contraindicates chemical additives 
and sprays, and fluoridation which may result in damage to other parts of the body.... An 
astringent for almost anyone- which if used could only be beneficial. (LC:57-13359) 


April 29 


Faulkner, Harold U. Harper & 
POLITICS AND REFORM $5.00 


This is the tenth volume in Harper's The American Nation Series under the 
editorship of Henry Steele Commanger and Richard B. Morris. Covering the years between 
1890-1900 this is an intensive study of a decade which marked a division in American 
history. The Nineties, by no means gay, the author - Professor Emeritus at Smith College 
demonstrates, were distinguished from other decades by the fact that Americans first 
became aware of the changes which had been taking place for some time: the closing of the 
frontier, rise of the city, immigration, territorial expansion beyond U.S. bounds, the 
growth of big business and the subsequent dominance of monopolies. But perhaps the 
strangest characteristic of the decade was one of exuberant optimism - in spite of the 
fact that those years were darkened by the worst depression the country had known, the 
appalling health and housing situation in the cities, distressing farm conditions and re- 
curring crises of unemployment. Professor Faulkner attributes this phenomena to a Capi- 
talistic outlook which was still vigorous although Social Darwinism and the philosophic 
support it lent to laissez faire was being undermined by a new intellectual atmosphere of 
pragmatism, skepticism and restlessness sponsored by William James, Henry George, John 
Dewey and the muckrakers who followed them. Especially worthwhile for the student and 
historian. Contains Bibliography under subject heads, 16 pages of photographs and an 
index. 



















Hull, Helen & 
Drury, Michael-fds. Harper 
THE WRITER'S ROUNDTABLE $4.00 






Edited by two teachers of writing and sponsored by the Authors Guild of America, 
this collection of articles by 18 professional writers, poets, novelists, short-story 
writers, historians, critics, translators, editors, does not so much attempt to teach 
beginners how to write as to tell them how successful authors do it, writers such as Daphne 
du Maurier, Pearl Buck, Rex Stout, Orville Prescott and many others. Both professionals 
and novices will find in the book much valuable information about the art of writing, but 
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only one chapter, "The Economics of Writing" by Merle Miller deals with the more 
practical and less alluring aspect. Even here many facts are neglected: for example, 
how reprint publishers are inclined to shun books by women, and how the recent 
collapse of the magazine market has brought about a corresponding collapse in the 
once lucrative short-story field; in a chapter on writing for television (Eric 
Barnouw) there is nothing of the difficulties of selling to television, and in a day 
when magazine articles, replacing fiction, are in high demand and command high 
prices there is no word on the writing of such articles. Academic rather than prac- 
tical in approach, this highly readable book will appeal to most beginning writers, 
of which there is an unlimited supply; as a textbook on writing it will be valuable, 
but not as a guide to selling the finished product. (LC:58-13809) 


April 29 


Penrose, Roland Harper 
PICASSO: HIS LIFE AND WORK $6.00 


* This biography of Picasso has many advantages over the numerous works 
dealing with that artist. Written by a man who is thoroughly fluent with modern 
painting, the author, a man of penetrating sympathy and articulate insight, has the 
advantage of having been intimately associated with the artist since 1936. In his 
analysis of Picasso he maintains a dynamic counterpoint in which the theme of life 
and work are so skillfully and closely explored and integrated that ultimately they 
stand inseparable. Writing in a style commensurately vigorous with the temperament 
of Picasso, Roland Penrose, who now is organizing a retrospective exhibit of the 
artist's work for the Tate gallery, offers a series of brilliant portraits of the 
emotional, political, national, and social events which shaped the canvas of 
Guernicas. Fully cognizant of the influence upon Picasso of his origin, his intense 
preoccupation with Spanish custom--the battle between life and death apotheosized in 
the bull fight--Penrose, in this biography, illustrated with two hundred photographs, 
presents a bold canvas of a titan, his immense contribution, and the inevitable 
marriage between a conscious artistic rationale and formidable dedication to life. 


April 30 


Kuehl, Warren F.-£d. Dutton 
BLOW THE MAN DOWN: $4.50 


Warren F. Kuehl has edited and arranged as an autobiographical narrative 
the work of James H. Williams, an American Negro merchant seaman and maritime reformer 
of the late 19th century. Williams was possessed of a simple, almost biblically 
moving style, and his stories of the cruel injustices, blind stupidities and prac- 
tises which approximated slavery aboard merchant ships have a genuine pathos and power 
about them even today. Williams, who had a sharp eye for people and places as well 
as a strong voice of protest, was able to spark much change in the treatment of 
American merchant seamen with these expose revelations. They form a rugged, to ro- 
mantic, account for a masculine audience perhaps greater than might be immediately 
identified. Illustrated. (LC:59-5821) 


April 2% 2° 


Peters, William Doubleday 
THE SOUTHERN TEMPER | $3.95 


* This is an intensive impartial far-reaching study of the mental and moral 
climate of today's South. Marshalling an impressive amount of data, drawing on — 
numerous sources, William Peters produces a penetrating, cogent, lucid report. Sup- 
porting the contention that the appearance of a solid South in resistance to de- 


‘segregation is illusory,he examines the diversity of opinion and reaction among the 


white women of the South "who have quietly taken their stand against segregation"; 
the white ministers and priests who provide the ethical support for desegregation; 


| 
; 
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the southern press; the faculties of the state universities; and the politicians who 
"have been the slowest, as a group, to move toward the acceptance of the idea of de- ye 
segreation because the race issue is central to their existence as politicians". And 

he concludes that a significant segment of the white population of the South are not 
either active proponents of segregation or desegreation; they will passively acquiesce 

tc whatever is the status quo. He considers the role of the federal government, the 
Little Rock situation where Governor Faubus was regarded as a moderate before 1957, the 
consequent Central High School litigation, the desegregation organizations, the Negro 
leaders, the effects of military integration on the southern youth and in a chapter on 
sex, status and economics he points out that beneath all the other trappings of segrega- 
tion lie fears that are primarily sexual in origin: "the folklore of the South reinforces 
the thesis that what the white man really fears is Negro male retaliation for the white 
man's traditional use of his women." The future of the South? "Caught in a world spot- 
light" the South can only accept the inevitable. An important book. (LC:59-7916) 


April 77 


Boykin, Edward Funk & Wagnalls 
SEA DEVIL OF THE CONFEDERACY $4.95 


A sequel to the earlier Ghost Ship of the Confederacy, this well documented if 
overwritten account tells the story of John Newland Maffitt, most famous of Confederate 
blockade-runners and commerce-raiders, and his ships. It is also a partial history of 
the blockade itself. When the Civil War began, Maffitt, then 42 and a U.S. naval officer, 
resigned his command to join the Confederacy. He made naval history, running the blockade 
endless times, capturing passenger and merchant ships on the high seas. A superlative 
seaman and a stern disciplinarian, his men adored him and his enemies admired his courage. 
His exploits ended only with the war when, eluding the whole Northern navy, he sailed his 
Qwl across the Atlantic to Liverpool and faced indictment in America for piracy.... Although 
bogged down by repetition, carried away by some fullblown writing, this book adds to the 
documentation of the Civil War and should appeal to Civil War buffs as well as those who 
find adventure on the high seas. | 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
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902 Forster, Harold- FLOWERING LOTUS- from 2/? to 3/1l- price from $4.00 to $5.75 
' (Longmans, Green) 
942 Baus, Ruth- WHO'S RUNNING THIS EXPEDITION- from 2/19 to 3/6 (Coward-McCann) 
943 Stravinsky & Craft- CONVERSATIONS WITH IGOR STRAVINSKY- from 3/5 to 5/7 (Doubleday) 
21 Ashton-Warner, Sylvia- SPINSTER- from 3/9 to 3/16 (Simon & Schuster) 
23 Tembler, Paul- THE SPRING DANCE- from 3/9 to 3/19 (Viking) 
27 Lansing, Alfred- ENDURANCE- postponed- May Book-of-the-Month selection. (McGraw-Hill) 
27 Norton, Lucy- SAINT-SIMON AT VERSAILLES- from 3/4 to 3/18 (Harper) 
34 Karmel, Marjorie- THANK YOU, DR. LAMAZE- from 3/11 to 4/8- price from $3.00 to 
$3.50 (Lippincott ) 
35 Schildkraut, Joseph- MY FATHER AND I- definite date 4/6- price from $5.00 to 
$3.95 (Viking) 
59 Wilson, Angus- THE MIDDLE AGE OF MRS. ELIOT- from 3/20 to 3/23 (Viking) 
74 Gooch, G.P.- UNDER SIX REIGNS- from 2/? to 4/15- price from $7.00 to $8.50 
(Longmans, Green) 
75 St. John, Christopher- ETHEL SMITH- from 2/? to 4/15- price from $7.00 to Ep 7 
$6.75 (Longmans, Green) 
78 Dubos, Rene- MIRAGE OF HEALTH- from 3/18 to 4/1 (Harper) 
80 Thomas, Elizabeth M.- THE HARMLESS PEOPLE- from 3/23 to 5/18 (Knopf) 
82 Havoc, June- EARLY HAVOC- from 3/25 to 5/20 (Simon & Schuster) 
Kirkland, Elithe H.- LOVE IS A WILD ASSAULT- from 4/9 to 5/7 (Doubleday) 





